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Reorganization of Bolivian Mining 
Corporation and Bank Projected 


Reorganization of the Bolivian Mining Corporation and Bolivian 
Mining Bank has been promised in the platform of President-elect Her- 
- nan Zuazo, whose administration is scheduled to take office on August 6. 

A new office of geological survey, Direccion General de Prospeccion 
Geologica, is to be established, and the administration will favor ex- 


panded development of mining proper- 
ties, increases in the capacities of the 
lead, copper, and antimony smelters, and 
additional investment in mining proper- 
ties through mineral concessions and fi- 
nancial inducement to private mining 
companies. 

More mechanization through long- 
term loans, additional technical assist- 
ance, and new facilities for cencentrat- 
ing ores are being planned. 


Commissary Deliveries Late 


Considerable labor unrest at the na- 
tionalized mines has resulted from fail- 
ure or delay in delivery of food and 
other essential items to the mine com- 
missaries. Representatives of the mine- 
workers federation and the Ministry of 
Economy agreed that meat shipments to 
the mine commissaries would be in- 
creased 20 percent and that immediate 
rice, sugar, and flour deliveries would 
be made to fill commissary shelves. : 

The Ministry also. promised to pur- 
chase additional condensed milk and 
corned beef from Argentina and to pro- 
pose a Supreme decree penalizing im- 
porting firms which fail to deliver com- 
missary items within the prescribed 
time limits. 

Miners’ Exchange Rate Up 

Private foreign enterprises continue 
to evince interest in investments in Bo- 
livian mining properties. Representa- 
tives of a Canadian and an American 
firm in La Paz early in May discussed 
investment propesals with Government 
officials, labor leaders, and private min- 
ers. The companies were interested in 
the Mathilde zinc-lead property—the 
first nationalized property to be offered 
for private operation since the mines’ 
nationalization in 1952, in a hydroelec- 
tric project for the development of the 
Lake Titicaca area, and in a geological 
survey of existing and new mineral 
deposits. 

Another American firm applied for 
authorization to conduct a geological 
survey in the area between Oruro and 
the rich Corocoro copper mine. 

The Minister-of Finance advised the 





Central Bank on March 8 to increase 
the boliviano rate for mining exports. 
The Bolivian Mining Corporation was 
granted a new exchange rate of 1,200 
bolivianos instead of 500, and the Bo- 
livian Mining Bank was accorded 1,500 
instead of 900 for dollars earned from 
minerals exports. The increase, which 
provided these agencies with greater 
boliviano income, was necessitated by 
their higher operating expenses, caused 
by the February 25 national wage de- 
cree and subsequent decrees which in- 
creased welfare payments. 

By mid-May the boliviano-dollar free- 
market exchange rate had slipped to 
6,830 to US$1. The Government then 
entered the exchange auction and for 
a while maintained the rate at close 
to 6,100 bolivianos to the dollar; but by 
the first week in July the boliviano had 
again slipped, to 7,600. 


Oil Contracts Signed 


The Bolivian Gulf Oil Co. (BGOC), a 
subsidiary of the Gulf Oil Co. of the 
United States, and Yacimientos Petro- 
liferos Fiscales Bolivianos (YPFB), the 
Bolivian Government petroleum agency, 
on May 23 signed an operating con- 
tract, a pipeline financing contract, and 
a loan agreement contract. 

The operating contract, effective for 
40 years, authorizes BGOC to explore 
and develop petroleum in the zone re- 
served for YPFB under the petroleum 
code promulgated October 26, 1955. 
{Foreign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 28, 
1955, p. 8.) The 1.5-million-hectare ex- 
ploratory area will be reduced gradu- 
ally for exploitation (1 hectare=2.47 
acres). 

The pipeline financing contract pro- 
vides for a $5-million loan to meet cash 
dollar outlays in the construction of a 
new 10-inch $11-million export pipeline 
to connect with the 6-inch line at Si- 
casica, Bolivia, and run to Arica, Chile. 
It will be incorporated later into a pro- 
jected second 10-inch line from the 
Camiri oilfield to Sicasica to be used 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


trade—ranging from comprehensive 
economic and business data to details 
on export and import regulations—is 
quickly and directly available to 
businessmen in their own cities or Jo- 
calities through the 32 Field Offices 
of the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with foreign 
trade specialists who keep constantly 
abreast of developments in the Unit- 
ed States and abroad. Aided by the 
current information and publications 
sent to them regularly from Wash- 
ington, they are well equipped to 
serve world traders in their commu- 
nities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 


by businessmen. 


Field Offices follow: 


Courthouse Bldg 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., Si17 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, 8. + Area 2, 

Jasper Bldg., West End Broad St. 
Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
Chicago 6, Tll., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. 

and Courthou 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave, 
Dallas 22, Tex. +, 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Houston 2, Tex., Lamar Ave. 
Jacksonville 1 ia 425 Federal Bld 


Les Angeles 15, Calif. 
Memphis 3 Tenn. + 212 Falls Bidg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 300 N.E. First Ave 

Minneapolis 1, 


New York 17, N. -» 110 45% 
Philadelphia 7, Ps. -» 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Portland 4, Greg., 217 Old U. S&S. 
house. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main St. 
ot. Res 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 
Lake City i, Utah, 222 S.W. Temp 


“St. 
San Francisco li, Calif., 
tomhouse. 
— Ga., 


Post Office B 
Seattle 4, Wack ®i09 First Ave. 


Fer local telephone numbers consult 
S. Government eection of phone book, 





Information on all phases of world 


is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Com- 
merce publications, reference mate- 
rial, and other information, for use 


The addresses of the Department's 


Albuqu ~~ N. Mex., Room 321 Post 
Office Bldg. 
a 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 


Bosten 9, _ -, 1416 U. S. Post Office and 


Sergeant 


Post Office 





Kansas City é, Mo. « Federal Office Biag. 
1031 8. hes 


Minn., 319 Metropolites 
New Gthcans 12, La. 9 O00 ae Gharies Ave, 


Court- 


Room 419 Cus- 
z U. S. Courthouse and 





Harold C. McClelian, Assistant 
Secretary for International Affairs 





ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. 


FOREIGN COMMERCE WEEKLY 


U. S. Department of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 


irector of t e 


Loring K. Macy, Director 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce 


Annual subscriptions: Domestic, $4.50 ($1.50 additional for foreign mailing) ; single copy, 10 cents. Make remittances payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents and mail either to — nearest Field Service Office or to the Superintendent of Documents, U. 8. Gov- 
. Address changes should be sent direct to the Superintendent of Documents. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Growing Trade Deficit of Major Concern 





Inflation Threatens French Stability 


France faced growing economic difficulties in the first 5 months of 
1956, although boom conditions still existed in industrial production. 

The most serious obstacle was growing inflation, which threatened 
to end the precariously maintained stability of the past 2 years. Other 
setbacks were the failure of exports to keep pace with overall expansion 


and with the rapid rise in imports of 
materials for industry, and the man- 
power shortage which threatened to 
limit expansion, 

The growing trade deficit was of ma- 
jor concern in the first 5 months of the 
year, as imports rose to a level some 
16 percent above that of last year, and 
exports, even including rising gold ex- 
ports, declined by nearly 6 percent, The 
deficit of $386 million, in contrast to a 
surplus of $43 million for January-May 
1955, resulted in part from a sharp de- 
cline in the traditional surplus in trade 
with the French Overseas Territories. 
This surplus amounted to only $13 mil- 
lion in the first 5 months of this year, as 
compared with $175 million in the cor- 
responding period of 1955. 


The trade-balance deterioration was 
attributed in part to the two major 
factors which dominated the economy 
in the first part of the year: the Febru- 
ary cold wave and the war in Algeria. 
There are growing indications, how- 
ever, that a more permanent trend is 
also involved. While the sharpest drop 
was in exports of foodstuffs and agri- 
cultural raw materials, a wide range of 
manufactures also was affected, nota- 
bly chemicals, leather products, ma- 
chinery, electrical equipment and tex- 
tiles. 

Cotton-textile exports to oversea 
territories continued to fall off rapidly, 
the level for the first quarter being 
about 50 percent below that for the 
first quarter of 1955. The only export 
categories which showed a distinct gain 
are automobiles, wines and liquors, met- 
al products, and precision instruments, 


Exports to U. S. Rise 


Exports to the United States ran 
counter to the overall trend, rising to 
.$70 million for the period January-April 
1956, as compared with $61.6 million 
for the corresponding period of 1955. 
An even greater increase in imports, to 
$178.4 million compared with $149.2 
million in January-April 1955, swelled 
the deficit in trade with the United 
States to $108.4 million, compared’ with 
$87.6 million for the first 5 months of 
1955. 

The manpower problem in France ap- 
pears to be assuming serious propor- 
tions, as a result of military conscrip- 
tion for operations in Algeria. Lack of 
manpower is limiting production in at 


July 30, 1956 





least 40 percent of all French industrial 
enterprises, according to a report issued 
by the French National Statistical In- 
stitute (INSEE). The shortage is felt 
more in the Paris area than in the 
Provinces, and more in the larger than 
in the smaller enterprises. Especially 
hard-hit are the mechanical and elec- 
trical, iron and steel, and the construc- 
tion materials industries. The shortage 
is making itself felt on the farms as 
well, and the rate of migration from 
rural areas to industrial centers is 
slowing down. 


Labor Shortage Unsolved 

No effective measures have. been 
found to relieve the labor shortage. The 
use of overtime, already prevalent 
throughout French industry, cannot be 
extended sufficiently to compensate for 
the shortage. The average work week 
in industry as a whole at the end of 
the first quarter of 1956 was about 45 
hours, but in certain sectors such as 
metallurgy the work week actually was 
closer to 54 or 60 hours. 

Some 20,000 Italian workers were ad- 
mitted last year, and immigration from 
North Africa was augmented by at 
least 25,000, but obstacles to immigra- 
tion remain. Moreover, since the short- 
age is largely one of skilled workers, 
immigration offers an imperfect solu- 
tion. Last year’s regional unemploy- 
ment, due chiefly to the slump in the 
textile industry, has been substantially 
relieved, but labor immobility remains 
a problem for France’s highly central- 
ized industry. The principal solution 
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recommended by INSEE fs a long-term 
expedient: acceleration of the process 
of French industry’s conversion and 
modernization to increase labor pro- 
ductivity. ‘ 

In addition, a bottleneck is develop- 
ing in raw material supplies. Iron and 
steel production in France, as elsewhere 
in Western Europe, is being hampered 
by a coke shortage, despite increased 
coke imports from the United States. 
Deliveries of certain finished metal 
products are delayed 1 year or more. 
The supply of nonferrous metals, par- 
ticularly aluminum, is also inadequate. 

The most disturbing element of the 
French economic situation was the 
steady rise of prices, which is not fully 
revealed in the official indexes. Special 
price stabilizing or price reducing meas- 
ures were directed at those commodi- 
ties included in calculation of the Paris 
consumer price index, to which raises 

(Continued on page 16) 





New Oil Projects in 


Panama on Contract 


Contracts were signed in May for 
the establishment of two oil refineries 
in Panama costing at least $66 million, 
which will be the largest investment 
there since the construction of the 
Panama Canal. 


These two projects are expected to 
provide jobs for 1,000 workers during a 
2-year construction period and perma- 
nent employment for 800. Dock facilities 
will be built which will free the coun- 
try from dependence on Panama Canal 
Zone facilities. These projects also call 
for’ construction of two petrochemical 
plants. 

May business conditions were re- 
tarded slightly by the presidential elec- 
tion, especially in installment buying. 
However, general retail sales held and 
continued to exceed the 1955 level. The 
building boom, which has been sustained 
for almost a year in Panama City, was 
reflected in sales of household ap- 
pliances, Construction activity declined 
with the beginning of the rainy season. 
Commercial collections held and were 
above May 1955, and the rate of pay- 
ments was prompt. Bank deposits were 
maintained, and loans were increased 
above last year’s level. 

May import volume increased about 
20 percent above April, Shrimp exports 
during May appear to have more than 
doubled those of May 1955. Banana ex- 
ports declined from the level in April, 


(Continued on page 15) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD. 





Chilean Economic Outlook Disturbed Public Works Maintain 
By Decline in World Copper Prices 


A sharp drop in copper prices caused serious concern in Chile in 
May and probably contributed to the weakening of the peso in the brok- 


ers’ market. 


The new limited system of freely fluctuating exchange was applied 
to an extensive list of imports, although many luxury commodities, as 


well as goods produced in sufficient 
quantity in Chile, were excluded from 
the liberalized regulations. (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, May 14, p. 8.) 

The Government retained controls by 
means of a flexible system of preimport 
deposits in local currency, whereby the 
deposit required may be raised to ‘as 
high as 400 percent of the value of the 
goods if imports of a commodity threat- 
en undue drain on available foreign ex- 
change. This measure had a restrain- 
ing effect on importers, especially un- 
der present tight money conditions, and 
trading was much lighter than normal. 

The Government continued to spur its 
economic stabilization plan on other 
fronts, An emergency tax bill was in- 
troduced in Congress and an antimonop- 
oly bill was approaching completion. 
In early May, it was announced that 
the contract with the Klein-Saks eco- 
nomie consultants had been extended 
until the end of the year, and addi- 
tional economic reform measures were 
under study. 


Nitrate Referendum Ratified 


The Nitrate Referundum was finally 
ratified, which probably will stimulate 
the modernization of this basic Chilean 
industry and place it in a more compet- 
itive position with regard to synthetic 
nitrates. 

The Congress on May 16 ratified the 
1956 Surplus Agricultural Commodities 
Agreement, covering purchases by Chile 
of U. S. agricultural surpluses valued at 
up to $34.6 million, negotiations for part 
of which were already underway. A 
cooperative program for uranium explo- 
ration agreement between Chile and the 
United States was signed on April 20, 
under which the United States will pro- 
vide technicians and other assistance 
for the development of Chile’s radioac- 
tive minerals resources. 

Chile was visited by a team of experts 
from the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development (IBRD) 
who studied the effect of recent eco- 
nomic reforms with reference to possi- 
ble loans in connection with Chile’s 
agricultural and transportation plan. 


Living Cost Mounts 

The cost of living rose 2.1 percent in 
May, bringing the increase for the year 
to 10.6 percent in contrast to a 31.1- 
percent increase in the first 5 months 
of 1955. An even greater increase is 
expected in the coming months, owing 
to the natural rise in cost of imported 
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goods under the new exchange system. 

In early April credit was tight and 
the money supply short, but at the end 
of the month and through May, credit 
expanded much faster than in the first 
quarter, owing primarily to Central 
Bank Exchange purchases. This de- 
velopment was a source of concern to 
those charged with bringing Chile’s in- 
flation into check. 

The increased liquidity coupled with 
certain speculative tendencies drove the 
dollar up to 518 pesos in the brokers’ 
market on May 19, although the bank- 
ing rate, reflecting the light trading and 
Central Bank stabilizing policies, re- 
mained firm at about 490 pesos to the 
dollar. The country’s exchange reserves 
were relatively high, largely as a result 
of advances made by the copper compa- 
nies on the quarterly tax payments due 
in June. Central Bank visible gold re- 
serves remained unchanged at about 
US$42.6 million through April. 


By the end of May, it appeared ex- 
(Continued on page 16) 





Report Aids Exporters 
To Philippines 


Information needed by U. S. ex- 
porters in preparing shipments to 
the Philippines is contained in a 
new report released by the Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce. 

The report, the 45th in a se- 
ries of publications on preparing 
shipments to individual countries, 
gives current information on how 
to prepare shipping documents, 
sanitary and other special certifi- 
cates required by the Philippines. 
Entry, warehousing, and trapsit 
procedures also are described, and 
regulations covering samples and 
advertising matter expl@ined. 

Entitled Preparing Shipments 
to the Philippines, the 8-page pam- 
phiet is published as No. 56-65 
in Operations Reports, part 2, 
World Trade Information Service. 
It may be purchased from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from any 
Department of Commerce Field 
Office, at 10 cents a copy. 











Venezeulan Economy 


Largé public works construction wag 
an important factor in maintaining the 
Venezuelan economy at a high level] 
during the second quarter of 1956, 

The usual seasonal decline in crude 
oil production failed to materialize and 
output continued close to the record 
level of 2,356,000 barrels a day at. 
tained during the first quarter. Iron 
ore production in the first quarter of 
1956 was 2,300,000 metric tons, up 26 
percent from the like 1955 quarter, 
Manufacturing activity in the second 
quarter was close to peak levels in most 


lines, although the textile industry wag - 


depressed. 

Farm income in the first half of 1956 
was below that of the corresponding 
period of 1955. The general level of em. 
ployment remained high, but there wags 
considerable unemployment in the tex. 
tile industry and the usual surplus of 
immigrant labor in the construction 
industry. 

Wholesale and retail trade was good 
during the second quarter, sustained 
by record Government expenditures, 
easy installment credit terms, and con 
fidence that the economy would remain 
at a high level. 


Money continued easier, bank collec , 


tions of a commercial nature in Caracas 
were reported as generally satisfactory, 
but there was the usual delay in pay- 
ments from firms in the interior. Pay- 
ments of outstanding commitments by 
Government agencies remained behind 
schedule, but the rate of payment was 
expected to increase as funds became 
available under the budget for the new 
fiscal year. The discount rate charged 
by most commercial banks was still as 
high as 9 percent, depending on client 
and risk, and rediscounts with the Cen- 
tral Bank remained small. 


Common Stocks Active 


Trading in common stocks on the 
Caracas securities exchange was active, 
particularly in oil company shares be- 
cause of the anticipated granting of 
new oil concessions, and inany common 
stocks sold at record highs. Govern- 
ment-guaranteed bonds were also ac- 
tive, and the longer term issues sold at 
new peaks. 

Private construction activity re 
mained high and at boom levels. As a 
result of the high rate of apartment 
house construction, vacancies were be- 
coming more frequent and there was 
some shading in price from the exces- 
sively high rentals previously charged. 

Inflationary forces continued to be 
checked by the abundance of imported 
goods, increased local production, and 
extremely keen competition in whole- 
sale and retail trade. 

Provisional Government import-duty 

(Continued on page 7) 
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LA Draft Debts to 
. S. Exporters Rise 


Aggregate draft indebtedness of Lat- 
in American countries to U. S. export- 
ers rose further during June, the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank of New York has 
reported in its monthly survey ofthe 
draft experience of 14 large commercial 
banks. The June increase of $3 million 
brought the total indebtedness to $158.5 
million, the highest since September 
1953. 

Drafts outstanding against Colombia 
increased for the fourth consecutive 
month, rising by $1.2 million to $47.3 
million, the highest figure on record. 
The continued rise reflects the coun- 
try’s difficulties in adjusting its imports 
to its exchange earnings. However, 
new measures intended to ameliorate 
this situation have been adopted by the 
Colombian authorities. 


Venezuela’s indebtedness increased 
by $0.5 million to $29.2 million, while 
that of Peru rose by a like amount to 
$10 million, Smaller increases were re- 
ported for Bolivia, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
and 10 other countries. Drafts out- 
standing on Argentina declined by $0.2 
million to $3.6 million, the first such de- 
cline in 5 months, while those on Uru- 
guay dropped $0.4 million to $0.7 million, 

New drafts drawn by U. S. exporters 
on Latin American importers and sent 
out for collection through the report- 
ing banks declined by $3.9 million dur- 
ing June to $37.9 million. The decline 
was due to substantially reduced draw- 
ings on Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, 
and Cuba, and smaller decreases for 10 
other countries. Drawings on Brazil de- 
clined $1.5 million to $2.3 million, while 
those on Cuba dropped by $1.4 million 
to $2.9 million. Increased drawings 
were reported for 10 countries, those on 
Colombia rising $0.8 million to $5.1 mil- 
lion, 


Draft payments by Latin American 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Canadian Boom Belies Predictions 
Of Slackening in Expansion Rate 


The Canadian economy in the first half of 1956 showed a strong 
upward movement, belying early predictions, without sign of slacken- 
ing or leveling off in the overall rate of expansion. 

The gross national product in the year’s first quarter is shown in 
Government accounts to have reached a record annual level of $28.3 


billion on a seasonally adjusted basis, 
3 percent above the preceding quarter 
and 6 percent above 1955 as a whole. 

With evidence pointing to the proba- 
bility of a still further increase in the 
second quarter, the national output in 
the calendar year 1956 may rise more 
than the 5 percent forecast in the 
March 20 Federal budget. 

Heavy foreign demand for Canadian 
production, which is a major stimulus 


to expansion, is still an outstanding fea- — 


ture of the statistical picture. May ex- 
ports valued at $428.5 million set a new 
high record for any month, 4 percent 
above June 1953, the previous high, In 
the first 5 months of this year the ad- 
vance in value over last year was 12 
percent and in volume, 8 percent. 

Among the principal commodities ex- 
ported, increases occurred in wheat, 
newsprint paper, iron ore, automobiles 
and parts, copper and nickel, asbestos, 
and petroleum. The increase in wheat 
exports was sharp; movement into ex- 
port was particularly heavy in the sec- 
ond quarter, especially to Eastern Eu- 
rope, which made space for increased 
farm marketings of the 1955 crop here- 
tofore partially stored on farms. At 
the beginning of July the growing 1956 
crop was reported to be making good 
progress, However, the late spring re- 
duced seeded acreage even below the 
earlier estimates—to about 19 million 
acres—the smallest in years. 

Imports Reflect Investment 

Imports were booming even more 
than exports, with goods received at a 
phenomenal level. May incoming trade 
is estimated preliminarily at C$554.6 
million, compared with C$532.3 million 
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in April and C$434.0 million In May a 
year ago. At the height of the spring 
rise, imports exceeded last autumn’s 
peak business of about C$100 million a 
month. 

The Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
states that this heavy import and the 
widening trade deficit it entails are as- 
sociated with the degree of Canadian 
prosperity, and the particularly high 


level of expenditure on different forms - 


of capital investment projects at this 
time. Such investment has had per- 
vasive effects on imports and has direct- 
ly affected machinery and equipment, 
industrial and construction materials, 
High consumption levels also have gen- 
erally increased imports of consumer 
goods. 

May retail sales reflect the continuing 
rise in consumer income and expendi- 
ture. Valued at C$1,237 million, they 
were 10 percent above May last year 
and for the first 5 months were 7 per- 
cent above the corresponding period of 
1955. All regional markets shared the 
increase, 

Wholesale sales in May were also up, 
18 percent over tast year. Sales for the 
5 months were up 16 percent, with 
particularly large increases in auto- 
motive parts and accessories, industrial 
equipment and supplies, and farm 
machinery, 

Some of the trade increase may have 
gone into stocks. The national accounts 
for the first quarter of the year note a 
general development of business inven- 
tories among both manufacturers and 
traders, which was the largest since the 
second quarter of 1951. In view of the 
size of the investment program and the 
higher level of consumption, it was not 
considered a cause for concern, 

The rate of home building has started 
to decline slightly, builders complaining 
that tight money conditions have cut 
down on mortgage lending. However, 
growth in nonresidential construction 
has been marked, especially in the en- 
gineering field, and the total of contruc- 
tion contracts awarded during the first 
half of 1956 set an alltime record of 
C$1.6 billion, exceeding the 1955 cor- 
responding total by C$275 million. 





U. S. shipments to the Latin Ameri- 
can Republics in the first 5 months of 
1956 totaled $1,523 million, or about 15 
percent more than in the correspond- 
ing months of 1955, 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Some Japanese Plywood 
Export Quotas Dropped 


Japanese quotas for export of birch 
and sen plywood to the Western Hemi- 
sphere were abolished on July 1. No 
change reportedly is contemplated in 
the export quota for lauan plywood. 

Japan in November 1955 established 
export quotas for plywood in an attempt 
to prevent or minimize the disruption 
of Japanese markets in the United 
States (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 
21, 1955, p. 8). At that time the Japa- 
nese Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry established quotas for both 
association members and nonmembers 
at 150 million and 170 million square 
feet, on a 4-millimeter thick basis, for 


“the last quarter of 1955 and the first 


quarter of 1956, respectively. Those 
overall quotas applied to North Amer- 
ica, South America, the United King- 
dom, and Ireland. 

Quotas for the second and third quar- 
ters of 1956 were established in Febru- 
ary of this year by the Japanese Ply- 
wood Exporters’ Association for its 
members at the reduced quantity of 90 
million square feet, and MITI later 
added about 10 million more square feet 
to that amount for nonmembers (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Apr. 23, 1956, 
p. 8). The United Kingdom and Ireland 
were removed from the list of areas to 
which the 1956 quotas were to apply. 

Since the July change in quotas, ac- 
complished through issuance of a MITI 
order of June 26 in accordance with a 
Plywood Exporters’ Association decision, 
only lauan plywood, to which the larger 
part of the plywood quota applied, re- 
mains under quantitative export limi- 
tations. 





Lebanon Reclassifies Some 


Iron and Steel Products 


The Lebanese High Council of Cus- 
toms as a protection against foreign 
competition has revised its tariff classi- 
fication of wiredrawn iron and steel, 
effective June 6. 


Import duties on stee] wool have 
been increased. 


Lebanese tariff items affected; their 
new duties, in percenf ad valorem; and 
former rates, shown in parentheses, are 
as follows: 


702 Wiredrawn iron and steel: 

(B) 1. Annealed, galvanized, or tinned, u 
to @ millimeters, ‘inclusive, in diameter: (a 
Covered wires of more than 2.3 millimeters 
in diameter and less than 2.5 millimeters, 
li percent (same), (revised classification) ; 
(b) others, percent (same). 

753. Articles made of wiredrawn iron or 
steel, mn. @. s.: (a) Steel wool, 40 percent (25 

reent), (new classification). 

percent (same). 


—U. S. Emb., Beirut. 


(b) others, 


Lebanon Adds Duties 
On Selected Items 


Additional customs duties have been 
established by the Lebanese High Coun- 
cil of Customs in accordance with a law 
of April 9, 1956, establishing a National 
Office ef Reconstruction in areas re- 
cently devastated by flood and earth- 
quake. 


The additional duties will be assessed 
on selected commodities until December 
31, 1958, and revenue therefrom will] be 
used to assist in defraying governmental 
expenses for rehabilitation of persons 
and for reconstruction. 


Lebanese tariff items affected and 
their new additional duties, specific per 
unit specified or percent ad valorem, 
are the following (L£1—US$0.31): 


Effective April 21, 1956 


63. Coffee, per gross kilogram: (a) Un- 
roasted. L£0.1 (b) roasted, imcluding ground 
coffee, L£0.10. 


125. Sweetmeats, per semigross kilogram, 
L£0. 20. 

154. Sparkling wines: (b) Champagne, 1, 2, 
and 3, 15 percent. 


155. Wines pee with aromatic plants 
(vermouth and similar wines), dessert wines, 
appetizers made of wines titrated at over 15 
C., 1 and 2, 15 percent. 


293. Motion picture reels and strips and 
motion pictures: (a) Metion picture films, ex- 
posed and developed: 3, sposkevaine’ with 
sound recordings, per kilogram L£10. 

438. Playing cards, per pack, ne 10. 


819. Articles destined for personal orna- 
ment, and all articles known as imitation 
jewelry n.e.s..in common metals including 
those gilded, silvered, or plated with precious 
metals, 10 percent. 

$39. Refrigeretors: (b) Others, 5 percent. 

868. Radioelectric apparatus for telegraphy, 
telephony, and television: (a) Radio receiving 
sets, 5 percent. 

890. Passenger cars, complete or chassis: 
(a) Complete: Weighing less than 1,500 kilo- 
grams, per kilograme net, L£0.20; (b) weigh- 
ing 1,500 kilograms or more but less than 
2,000 kilograms, per kilogram net. L£0.30; (e) 
weighing 2.600 _kHegreme or more, per kilo- 
gram net, L£0. 

$28. Pocket wok ae wrist watches, and 
similar watches: (a) In gold or platinum, 5 
percent; (b) in silver, 5 percent; (c) in com- 
mon metals, figured with gold, 5 percent: 
(d) in common metals figured with silver, 
5 percent: (e) others, 5 percent. 

$43. Gramophones and graphophones and 
their parts, 5 percent. 

953. Firearms for hunting, 
other purposes, 5 percent. 

976. Other games and children’s toys: (b) 
Others, 5 percent. 

977. Parlor games: (a) Backgammon, 5 per- 
cent; (b) ethers, 5 percent. 


—WU. S. Emb., Beirut. 


shooting, or 





Benelux concessions under GATT in- 
clude a reduction from 15 percent to 13 
percent in the duty on tariff item No. 
55 b, lemons. 


This reduction is not a temporary 
one, as indicated in the concessions 
listed in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 23, 1956, page 7. The statement 
should have read that the former duty 
on Jemons already had been reduced 
temporarily to 13 percent. 





Cement Import Through 
Jidda Restricted 


No cement may be unloaded in 
the port of Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 
on and after August 8, the begin- 
fiing of the Moslem year 1376, un- 
less an import license has been 
obtained first from the Saudi Min- 
istry of Commerce, the Ministry 
has announced. 

This regulation was issued to 
prevent congestion in the port 
by ships carrying cement during 
the Moslem pilgrimage season and 
thereafter.—U. S. Emb., Jidda. 











Viet-Nam Establishes 
New Licensing System 


A new import-licensing system went 
into effect in Viet-Nam on July 1, the 
Government has announced. 

The new system requires that im- 
porters must— ; 


@ Place 350,000 piasters on deposit 
at the National Bank for each category 
of goods to be imported. 

@ Limit imports to 3 of the 18 cate- 
gories of imports prescribed in the new 
Viet-Namese Business License Tax Law, 

@ Maintain a business office and not 
operate from home. 

@ Maintain adequate storage facilities. 

In addition, transfer of import li- 
censes to persons of another nationality 
is prohibited. 

The purpose of the measures, accord- 
ing to the Secretary of National 
Economy, is to promote legitimate im- 
port businesses in order to secure an 
adequate supply of goods, yet to dis- 
courage speculation.—U.S.Emb., Saigon. 


Establishment of Potash 
Plant in Jordan Approved 


An agreement to establish a potash 
company in Jordan was signed on June 
21 by the Governments of Jordan, Leba- 





‘non, Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and 


Egypt and approved by the Jordanian 
Caktinet on June 28. 

Vhe mineral will be extracted from 
Dead Sea water, which is available in 
sufficient amount for profitable develop- 
ment. 

The agreement provides that Jordan 
will purchase a share in the company, 
valued at 500,000 dinars (1 Jordanian 
dinar = U.S.$2.80), and that Iraq, Saudi 
Arabia, and Egypt each purchase @ 
share at 125,000 dinars. Syria and Leba- 
non each are to purchase a 62,500- 
dinar share in the company. Sales of 
company shares to the public also are 
planned.—U. S. Emb., Amman. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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New Items Classed as 


'Made in Canada’ 


Sixteen-millimeter sound motion pic- 
ture projectors designed for portable use 
and using incandescent lamps, and 
clockwork or spring mechanisms for 
installation in mechanical toys have 
been transferred from the category of 
a class or kind not made in Canada to 
that of a class or kind made in Canada, 
effective from July 11 and July 12, re- 
spectively. 


The new classifications do not affect 
the present rates of duty on Canadian 
imports of such items, but it subjects 
them to the special, or dumping, duties 
ordinarily applicable to foreign goods 
‘sold in Canada at less than the fair 
market value in country of export. 

Also considered of a class or kind 
made in Canada, effective July 11, are 
certain types of gearbox ball and roller 
bearings for aircraft engines and air- 
craft accessories. 


This reclassification increases the rate 
of duty on these items from free, un- 
der Canadian tariff No. 427b(2), to 17% 
percent ad valorem, under No. 427b(3), 
and subjects them to the special, or 
dumping, duty if sold in Canada at less 
than the fair market value in the coun- 
try of export. 


Bolivia, Peru To Build Fish 
Hatchery on Lake Titicaca 


The Bolivian Government has set 
aside 30 million bolivianos for its share 
of the expenses of constructing and 
maintaining a fish hatchery at Chissi 
on the Bolivian side of Lake Titicaca 
(190 bolivianos=US$1 at the official 
rate of exchange). 


The Peruvian Government's obligation 


Stems from earlier Bolivian financial 
support of joint fishery surveys and the 
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July 30, 1956 


construction of the hatchery at Chu- 
cuito, Peru. 

This action is based on a Bolivian 
Supreme decree of June 23, which 
implements an agreement between 
Bolivia and Peru of August 1953.—U. S. 
Emb., La Paz. 





Bolivia Ratifies Agreement 
On Commerce With Brazil 


The Bolivian Government on June 25 
ratified the commercial agreement 
which it had signed with Brazil on De- 
cember 24, 1953 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Jan. 25, 1954, p. 9). 

The agreement should facilitate ex- 
change of Bolivian minerals for Brazil- 
ian manufactured products. Exchange 
ef petroleum products is handled in a 
separate agreement (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Sept. 21, 1953, p. 17 and Dec. 
27, 1954, p. 3). 

The agreement has an original valid- 
ity period of 1 year from date of ratifi- 
cation and is subject to renewal. 

_ Bolivia is also considering a commer- 
cial agreement with Italy similar to the 
newly ratified Brazilian agreement. 





Britain Frees Import of 
Paper Materials, Products 


United Kingdom imports of wood- 
pulp and other papermaking materials, 
including dissolving pulp and esparto 
but excluding rags; paper, except news- 
print and paper manufacturers; and 
paperboards are covered by a world 
open general license, effective July 22. 

This new regulation means that be- 
gining on that date British importers 
no longer require an import license to 
import those items from the United 
States. 


Pakistan Eases Export of 
Raw Jute to All Countries 


The Government of Pakistan has an- 
nounced that effective June 20 raw jute 
may be exported from that country un- 
der open general license to all countries 
by any person or firm resident in or 
having a place of business in Pakistan 
and registered under the East Bengal 
Jute Dealers Registration Act, 1949 
(East Bengal Act XVIII of 1949}. 

Before that time export or raw jute 
to most countries of the world other 
than the American account area was 
subject to quota destination controls. 


Public Works . . . 

(Continued from page 4) 
revenues indicate that imports for the 
first half of 1956 probably will approxi- 
mate those in the corresponding period 
of 1955. Latest available statistics are 
on imports for the first 2 months of 
1956, which show a decline in the rela- 
tive position of the United States as a 








FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Nicaragua Sets Prior 
Import Deposit Lists 


Nicaragua has reclassified all mer- 
chandise for purposes of the prior de- 
posit required for issuance of an import 
license. 

The new classifications, established 
by decree No. 37, published on June 16 
and effective the same day, apparently 
is intended to act as a further brake 
on imports and to conserve foreign 
exchange. 

Numerous items have been removed 
from list I, for which no prior deposit 
is required as a prerequisite for obtain- 
ing an import license, and now form 
list II, which requires a prior deposit 
of 50 percent of the c. i. f. value of goods 
to be imported. 

Merchandise which formerly made up 
list II and was subject to a 75-percent 
prior deposit has been transferred in 
entirety to list III, for which a 100-per- 
cent prior deposit is required. 

The only items remaining on list I, 

which requires no. prior deposit, are 
those considered most essential to the 
Nicaraguan economy. They are fertil- 
izers; insecticides and fungicides; agri- 
cultural seed, which must have prior 
approval of the Minister of Agriculture; 
repair parts and accessories for tractors 
and farm implements operated by trac- 
tors; and medicines and pharmaceuti- 
cals.—U. S. Emb., Managua. 
_ Measures taken by Nicaragua to regu- 
late foreign exchange were announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, August 
1, 1955, page 9. 





supplier of the Venezuelan market from 
59.1 percent in the first 2 months of 
1955 to 57.2 pércent in the like period 
this year. 

Increased competition from Western 
Europe was evident in such lines as 
aluminum sheets, copper manufactures, 
chinaware, iron and steel pipe, barbed 
wire, concrete reinforcing bars, steel 
beams, small machinery, electrical 
equipment, scientific instruments, office 
equipment, and radios. This competition 
was manifested in lower prices and bet- 
ter credit terms in many cases. Japan 
continued as a primary supplier of 
cheap textiles. 

Exports during the first quarter were 
at record levels, reflecting increased 
shipments of crude petroleum and pe- 
troleum products, and iron-ore, 

Several of the economy’s sectors in- 
tensified their campaign for additional 
protection against competing imports. 
Included were the Association of 
Graphic Arts Industries, the jewelry 
industry, the textile industry, manu- 
facturers of hide and skin products, and 
milk producers, including milk proces- 
sors. Government action to give addi- 
tional protection to these local indus- 
tries may be taken after the Govern- 
ment concludes its studies of these prob- 
lems.—U. S. Emb. Caracas. 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





Governments in Eleven Countries Invite 
Bids on Supply of Materials, Equipment 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agencies, 
are inviting tenders for a number of 
items of potential interest to U. S. 
suppliers. 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and _ specifications, are 
available for review on loan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D, C., as 
indicated by symbol (*). 

Ceylon: 

Ordinary portland cement, 25,000 
tons; bids invited until October 2 by 
the Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry 
of Finance, P. O. Box 500, Colombo.* 
Egypt: 

Cables, underground, 80 kilometers of 
3 different types, bids to be accompanied 
by a provisional deposit of two percent 
of the value of the contract.* Also, 
11,000-volt cables, conditions of tender 
and specifications available for review 
in office of the Bureau of the Egyptian 
Commercial Counselor, 2310 Decatur 
Place NW., Washington 8, D. C. Bids 
invited until September 4 by the Di- 
rector General, Cairo Electricity & Gas 
Administration, 53 Sharia July 26, Cairo. 

Supply and installation of a VHF 
multichannel directional radio commu- 
nication link for the transmission of 
several telephone and telegraph chan- 
nels and a broadcasting program be- 
tween Ismailia, Egypt, and Beirut, 
Lebanon, for a distance of about 600 
kilometers. Bids, submitted through an 
agent in Egypt, invited until September 
15 by the Director of Wireless, Egyptian 
State Telegraphs and Telephones Ad- 
ministration, Ramses II Street, Cairo.* 

Supply and installation of seven bore 
hole pumps in the Arish and Rafah 
districts; bids invited until September 
18 by the Director General, Egyptian 
Mechanical and Electrical Department, 
Ministry of Public Works, Cairo. Bids 
must be submitted through an agent 
established in Egypt and must be ac- 
companied by a provisional deposit of 
two percent of the value of the con- 
tract.* 

Greece: 

Cast-iron pipes, 16,000 lineal meters 
of different diameters; bids invited until 
August 14 by the Greek Water Co., 4 
Kolokotroni Street, Athens.* 

Roller bearings for Renault railcars; 
bids invited until August 28 by Hellenic 
State Railways (SEK), Purchasing and 
Stores Department, 12b Polytechniou 
Street, Athens.* 

Anesthetics, 300,000 ampoules; bids 
invited until August 23 by IKA-Social 
Insurance Institute, 4 Kapodistriou 
Street, Athens.* 

Pig iron, 100 metric tons; bids invited 


until August 28 by the Piraeus-Athens- 
Peloponnesus Railway (SPAP), 1 Caro- 
lou Street, Athens.* 

Additional information and assistance 
to prospective bidders on these items 
may be obtained from the Greek For- 
eign Trade Administration, 1028 Con- 
necticut Avenue NW., Suite 714, 
Washington, D. C. 

Guatemala: 

Construction and generating equip- 
ment including 4 air compressors, 2 
rock crushers, 14 concrete mixers, 8 
concrete shakers, 18 jack hammers, 959 
drill rods, 11 jack bits, 10 concrete pav- 
ing breakers with drill rods, %-inch air 
hose, 3 blasting machines, 2 wagon 
drills, 4 drifters, 2 rock loaders, 2 diesel 
locomotives of 15 horsepower, and 20 
tram dump-cars; rails and accessories; 
truck-mounted shovel and crane; 

Low-head 5-ton trailer-truck; 70- 
horsepower pipe-layer; 5 water pumps 
with suction hose; three 30-kilwatt 
diesel-electric units; 5,000 feet of gal- 
vanized tubing from %-inch to 2 inches, 
and fittings. Bids invited until August 
9 by the Departamento de Bienes Na- 
cionales, Licitaciones y Asuntos Ale- 
manes, 14 Calle, No. 3-60, Zona 1, 
Guatemala. The material is intended 
for use at Rio Hondo, at Los Esclavos, 
and at Lake Atitlan, and also for in- 
stalling a telephone system.* 

India: 

_.Transmission line conductors, and 
earthwire tower earthing sets and ac- 
cessories required for double circuit for 
132-kilovolt line of about 120 miles and 
another of about 117 miles, and double 
circuit for 66-kilovolt line of about 32 
miles and another of about 63 miles; 
tender No. Project/SE/2290G invited 
until August 31 by the Director General, 
Supplies and Disposals, Shahjahan Road, 
New Delhi. 

Tender sets may be obtained from the 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Massachu- 
setts Avenue NW., Washington 8, D. C., 
for $23.10 each. 


Teletype exchange system equipment 
for Calcutta, Madras, and New Delhi, 
and expansion of the existing system at 
Bombay, the four zones to be intercon- 
nected and to form mesh network. Also 
VFT equipment to operate TELEX 
system, employing FM technique. Bids 
invited until October 1 by the Director 
General, Posts and Telegraphs Depart- 
ment, New Delhi.* 

One mobile crane, 6-ton, diesel or 
diesel-electric, for project works; tend- 
ers invited until August 6 by the 
Chief Engineer, Madras Port Trust, 
Madras. Tender documents may be 
purchased from the deputy chief ac- 

‘Continued on page 13) 





Viet-Nam Firm Wants 
Copper Wire 


The Electric Co. of Indochina, 
Companie des Eaux et d’Electri- 
cite de l’Indochina, 72 rue Hai Ba 
Trung, Saigon, invites quotations 
from U. S. manufacturers of cop- 
per wire and various types of ca- 
bles suitable for tropical condi- 
tions, previously supplied by 
French firms. 

A detailed list of items required 
is available for review on loan 
from the Trade Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D.C. A 
World Trade Directory report on 
the company may be obtained by 
qualified U. S. firms from the De- 
partment’s Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division for $1. 











Pakistan Official To 
Visit United States 


Ghulam Faruque, chairman of the 
Pakistan Industrial Development Cor- 
poration, Karachi, is to arrive in the 
United States on August 9 for discus- 
sions with private firms imterested in 
possible investment in a proposed fer- 
tilizer industry which will utilize the 
gas of the Sui natural gas field. 


Proven reserves of the field are said 
to approximate 4 million million cubic 
feet. The natural gas will be used as a 
raw material for the production of am- 
monia and other petrochemical prod- 
ucts. Ammonia produced from the gas 
will be utilized in the manufacture of 
nitrogenous fertilizers. 

Mr. Faruque will be in Washington, 
D. C., August 9 through August 14, 
Firms and individuals interested in 
meeting with Mr. Faruque are invited 
to address their requests to Ahmed 
Zahiruddin, Financial and Economic 
Counselor, Embassy of Pakistan, 2315 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton, D. C., or to the Investment Devel- 
opment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





Chile’s edible vegetable-oil shortage, 
amounting to almost 40,000 short tons 
for the current crop year, is expected 
to continue for a number of years, the 
Foreign Agricultural Service reports. 

Sufficient industrial oils also are lack- 
ing and this shortage may require im- 


ports of up to 550 tons of paint oil. To. 


supply these needs, the trade prefers 
to import semirefined oils rather than 
oilseeds in view of the high ocean freight 
on cargoes going to Chilean ports. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 


NATO Work Planned in Gala Needed for Australian Dam 


Italy, Turkey, Greece 


New projects in Italy, Turkey, and 
Greece have been opened to U. S. bid- 
ders under the international competi- 
tive bidding procedure of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
reported, 

The project in Italy involves construc- 
tion of 3 fuel storages, each of 2,100- 
cubic-meter capacity interconnected by 
4-inch pipeline, at an estimated cost 
of $184,160. The steel tanks are to be 
supplied by the Air Force. Firms want- 
ing to bid should apply before August 
6 to the Ministero Difesa-Aeronautica, 
Direzione Generale Demanio, Ufficio 
Studi, Ia Sezione, Viale Castro Pretorio, 


- Rome, referring to No, 041 and giving 


information concerning their qualifica- 
tions. 

This information should be drawn up 
according to an appropriate form, a 
copy of which may be obtained on re- 
quest from the Trade Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C, 


Materials Needed 


The Turkish project, costing an esti- - 


mated $785,000, calls for supply of open 
wire line material including poles, steel 
wire rope, square washers, can anchors, 
anchor rods, and turnbuckles. 

Firms must signify their interest in 
bidding by August 3 to PTT Isletme 
Umum Mudurlugu, Etud ve Proje Dai- 
resi, Ankara, and must return to that 
authority by August 10 completed forms 
showing their qualifications. These 
forms may be obtained from the Trade 
Development Division. 

The Greek project calls for construc- 
tion at Souda airfield of 3 buildings and 
1 target firing in butt, estimated cost 
not given, Drawings and designs re- 
lating to this project, No, 227433/K-36 
dated March 7, 1956, may be purchased 
from the General Air Staff, Directorate 
of Public Works, 15 Filellinon Street, 
Athens, on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Saturdays between 12 noon and 1 p.m. 
Bids will be opened on August 8. 

A copy of the call for bids is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Trade 
Development Division. 

A brochure describing the NATO 
international bidding program also may 
be obtained on request from the Trade 
Development Division. 





Production of cotton broadwoven 
cloth in the United States during the 
first quarter of 1956 reached 2.7 billion 
Square yards, the highest quarterly to- 
tal in the postwar period. Im the same 
period, 126 million square yards were 
exported, while imports totaled. 63 mil- 
lion square yards, 


July 30, 1956 


Tenders for the construction of crest 
gates for the Warragamba Dam, report- 
edly the largest in the Southern Hemi- 
sphere, are invited until December 4 
by the Metropolitan Water, Sewerage, 
and Drainage Board, 391 Pitt Street, 
Sydney, Australia. 

The dam, about 40 miles west of 
Sydney, is intended primarily to aug- 
ment the water supply for the Sydney 
metropolitan area, but it will also be 
used to generate electricity and control 
floods. The crest gates, among the 
largest ever constructed, are expected 
to cost about $2.25 million, 

Although tenders are being invited in 
Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, 
and Europe, as well as the United 
States, the board believes that. only 
U. S. contractors have the experience 
to construct gates of the required size. 
Should a U, S. firm submit a favorable 
bid, an allocation of dollars probably 
will be made. To insure favorable con- 
sideration, however, the fabrication of 
the gates should be carried out in Aus- 
tralia to the maximum extent possible. 

Specifications for the crest gates, 


French Firms Offer, 


Seek Agreements 


Hughes Giroud & Cie., Vienne, Isere, 
a manufacturer of woolen blankets, and 
fabric for carpets, slippers, shoe lining, 
and cloth lining, would like to. nego- 
tiate a licensing arrangement with a 
U. S. firm interested in its process for 
manufacturing pile fabrics. 

The French company has U. S&S. 
patents pending—registration No.. 523,- 
373 filed July 26, 1955, and registration 
No. 565,482 filed February 14, 1956. 
This patented process reportedly will 
permit the production of pile fabric 
from any type of fiber, which can then 
be applied over ahy base such as strong 
fabric or plastic material. 

Supplemental data including samples 
of the pile fabric are available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Comptoir Modhermar, importing dis- 
tributors of juke boxes, and coin- 
operated and amusement machines, 
wishes to secure a license from a U. S. 
manufacturer for the production of 
U. S. patented coin-operated vending 
machines and juke boxes in France. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with Elie C. Gambliel, 
owner-manager of the company, at 5 
rue de Palestro, Paris. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
each of these firms are available to 
qualified U. S. companies from BFC’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division for 
$1 each, 





including drawings, photographs, and 
other supplemental data, are available 
for review on loan from the Trade 
Development re Bureau. of For- 
eign Commerce, S. Department of. 
Commerce, Wekincie, 25, D. Cy 


Plastics Producer in 
England Asks Patents - 


V. C. Panels, Ltd, English manu- 
facturers and specialists in.the bonding 
and fabrication of laminated plastic 
products, are interested in obtaining 
patents or iicensing agreements from 
a U. S.. firm for the marufacture of 
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cutting tools made of titanium carbide, 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with R. Shelmerdine, 
sales director, Leyborne Wharf, Horton 
Bridge Road, West Drayton, Middlesex, 
England. A descriptive brochure of the 
company’s products is available . for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
V. C. Panels, Ltd., also ig available to 
qualified U. S. firms from BFC’s Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division for $1. 


Chile Invites Bids for 
Construction of 23 Ships 


The State Maritime Co., in Santiago, 
invites bids until 60 days. from July 9 
for construction of the following units: 

Two ships of 2,500 tons dead weight 
for 202 passengers, each with a capac- 
ity for 800 tons of refrigerated meat 
cargo, and 1,000 tons of general cargo; 
4 ships, 2 for 190 passengers with ca- 
pacity for 400 tons of general cargo, 2 
to be solely cargo ships; 2 ships for- 
cattle and cargo, landing craft type, 
of 1,100 tons; 3 ships for 200 passen- 
gers and 200 tons of cargo; 1 motorized 
passenger ferry boat; 1 oil tanker of 
approximately 3,000 net tons of cargo; 
4 ships for 50 passengers and 80 net 
tons of cargo; and 6 lighters of 50 to 
60 tons. 

For further. details, inquiries may be 
addressed to the Direccion General, 
Empresa Maritima del Estado, Ban- 
dera 138, 2 Piso, Santiago, Chile. 


France imported 17,220,000 pounds 
of butter in the first quarter of 1956, 
compared with 137,000 pounds imported 
in the like months of 1955, according 
to the Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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Waste Eggshell Patent 
Offered by U.K. Firm 


George Forbat & Co., Ltd., an English 
firm holding a provisional patent for the 
utilization of waste eggshells in a 
pulverized form, wishes to license a 
U. S. firm for the production of this 
commodity in the United States. 


The powder derived by grinding the 
eggshells is said to be calcium carbon- 
ate of very fine quality which can be 
used in the production of medicinals 
and pharmaceuticals, plastics, fertil- 
izers, paints, poultry feeds, etc. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with the managing direc- 
tor of the company at 143 Cannon Street, 
London, E.C. 4, England. A copy of 
the George Forbat & Co. statement out- 
lining the proposal is available for 
review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory report on 
the English firm is in preparation and 
will be available soon to qualified U. S. 
companies from BFC’s Commercial 
Intelligence Division for $1. 





W. German Company 
Seeks Popcorn Patent 


J. G. Schrimper K.G., manufacturer 
of popcorn, potato chips, candy special- 
ties, and tobacco products, is seeking 
U. S. patents, processes, techniques, and 
machinery for the manufacture in West 
Germany of popcorn and candies, some- 
thing of a novelty in that country, 

The company reportedly has been 
engaged primarily in the manufacture 
of an old established special brand of 
chewing and smoking tobacco; how- 
ever, because of decreased demand, 
their manufacture is to be discontinued 
so that factory facilities may be used 
for the development of new products. 
Previous imports by the firm of U. S. 
popcorn, potato chips, and candy are 
said to have met with popular demand. 

Interested firms are invited to corre- 
spond direct with Toelke Koch, manager 
of the company, at 11-12 Staulinie, 
Oldenburg, West Germany. A World 
Trade Directory report on J. G. 
Schrimper is available to qualified U. S. 
firms from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., for $1. 





In January-May 1956, U. S. exports 
of construction, excavating, and mining 
machinery, and petroleum field equip- 
ment, valued at $316 million, exceeded 
by 50 percent those of the correspond- 
ing period a year ago. Among the vari- 
ous types of machinery, the increases 
ranged up to 80 percent for well-drilling 
and petroleum field equipment. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed inter- 
est in establishing new business connec- 
tions in the United States. While every 
effort is made to include only firms or 
individuals of good repute, the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce cannot assume 
responsibility for any transactions 
undertaken with these firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on the 
listed firms are available to qualified 
U. S. firms from BFC’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division, or through the De- 
partment of Commerce Field Offices 
(listed on p. 2), for $1 each. However, 
the usual precautions should be taken; 
all transactions are subject to prevailing 
laws and regulations in this country and 
abroad. 


Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may 
obtain this material on loan from the 
Trade Opportunity Section, Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C, 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Art Goods: 

France Les Cliches Jean Noelle 
(Atelier Photographique Camille Lom- 
bard) (photographer, publisher, whole- 
saler, exporter), Rouille, Vienne, wishes 
to export direct or through agent large 
quantities of black and white photo- 
graphs, size 13 cm. x 18 cm., of archaeo- 
logical subjects—Roman art and sculp- 
ture of the period 1050 to 1400—with 
descriptive pamphlets in French. Photo- 
graphs are stated to be of interest to 
museums and educational establish- 
ments. Catalog, in French, and sample 
photographs available.* 

Chains: 

Germany—Ruberg & Renner GmbH, 
Kettenwerke (manufacturer, exporter), 
27 <Aschenbergstrasse, Hagen/Westf., 
wishes to export direct or through re- 
gional agents large quantities of high- 
performance precision roller chains for 
the motorcycle and machine industries. 
Catalog in German, leaflet in English, 
and sample available.* 


Curlos, Novelties, and Handicraft: 

Egypt—International M.A.M. Co, (im- 
porter of knitting machines and auto- 
motive spare parts and accessories; ex- 
porter of Egyptian handicraft and 
curios), 32 Abdel Khalek Sarwat St., 
Cairo, wishes to export direct or 
through agent Egyptian curios and 
handicraft, including copperware, leath- 
erwork, camel saddles, and ivory work. 
Catalog available.* 








TS 


India—Indian Arts Emporium (manu. 
facturer of brass and wooden wares; 
wholesaler, exporter of carpets, curios, 
wood carvings, silver filigree, and nov. 
elties), 2-C Cawasji Patel St., Fort, 
P. B. No. 1716, Bombay 1, wishes to 
export direct or through regional agents 
its curios, novelties, and handicraft 
articles, including Indian woolen floor 
coverings, costume jewelry, handbags 
and belts, Indian saris and scarves, 
brassware, and scandals, Leaflet avail- 
able.* 


Dairy Equipment: 


Germany — Alfons Schwarte GmbH, 
Molkereimaschinenfabrik (manufactur- 
er, exporter), 61 Brueckstrasse, Ahlen 
(Westf.), wishes to export direct or 
through agent dairy machines, contain- 
ers, and apparatus for the dairy indus- 
try. Leaflet in German available.* 


Glassware: 


France — Verrerie et Cristallerie de 
Begles (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 1 rue Edouard-Bosc, Begles, 
Gironde, wishes to export direct or 
through agent large quantities of good- 
quality fancy, hand-blown, 4-compart- 
ment glass decanters for liqueurs, 
brandies, and other alcoholic beverages; 
also, Spanish-type glass cruets for oil 
and vinegar. Photographs available.* 


Handbags: 


England—Danemount Manufacturers, 
Ltd. (manufacturer, wholesaler, export- 
er), Silwex House, Quaker St., London, 
E. 1, wishes to export direct or through 
agent inexpensive to high-quality ladies’ 
handbags of plastic materials of various 
grained materials lined with moire, in 
boxy, clutch, and/or turned-edge types. 


Hardware: 

Netherlands — Firma J. Q. Damen 
(manufacturer, exporter), 9 Hoogwer- 
flaan, The Hague, wishes to export di- 
rect or through regional agents large 
staples in strip form used for closing 
corrugated and fiberboard boxes. Sam- 
ple available.* 





India Offers To Sell 
Used Aircratt 


The Director General, Supplies 
and Disposals, New Delhi, invites 
tenders until November il for the 
purchase and removal of 7 Avro 
Anson aircraft, 2 in serviceable 
condition, 4 in good condition, and 
1 without an engine, located at 
the Civil Aviation Training Cen- 
ter, Bamrauli, Allahabad. 

A set of documents covering 
Tender No, DGS&D/MMH-5/Ten- 
der No. 57 may be purchased for 
$1 from the Office of the Director, 
India Supply Mission, 2536 Mass- 
achusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D. C, 
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Household Articles: 

Netherlands — Meijers International 
(exporter, manufacturers’ agent), 77 
Prins Hendriklaan, Utrecht, wishes to 
export direct or through regional agents 
in New York, Chicago, and San Fran- 
cisco foam plastic household articles in 
pink, blue, gray, white, yellow, -and 
green. 

Industrial Equipment: 

Germany—Bernhard Beumer, Maschi- 
nenfabrik (manufacturer, exporter), 
Beckum Bez. Muenster i. Westf., wishes 
to export direct or through agent, ac- 
cording to buyer’s specification, bucket, 
screw, apron, and chain conveyors. Illu- 
strated and descriptive pamphlet avail- 
able.* 


Instruments: 
Denmark—ODEST Ingenior-handels- 
firma (manufacturer, exporter), 342 


Vigerslevvej, Copenhagen, Valby, wishes 
to export direct or through regional 
agents in New York, Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco, and New Orleans high-quality 
thermotechnical gaging instruments, in- 
cluding bimetallic thermometers, CO, 
detectors, and spotmeters. L[lustrated 
and descriptive leaflets and price list 
available.* 

Lace-Making Materials: 

Netherlands—Kantklosschool (school 
specializing in teaching lacework), 132 
Adm. de Ruyterweg, Amsterdam, wishes 
to export direct or through agent writ- 
ten lacework courses. Firm states that 
an initial supply of yarn and bobbins 
will be included with each written 
course. ‘ 

Metal Products: 

Germany-—W. Bauermann & Soehne, 
GmbH (manufacturer, exporter), 64 
Hofstrasse, Hilden-Rhid., wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent: 


Camping and/or garden furniture, in- 
cluding convertible camp-case folding 
table with 2 camp stools and 2 chairs, 
400 monthly; sun umbrella with tilting 
joint and height adjustment, 200 month- 
ly; and combined hammock and outdoor 
bench, 50 monthly. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflet available.* 

Coffee tables, 1,000 monthly; and 
chairs, 3,000 monthly. Illustrated and 
descriptive leaflet in German available. * 

Welded steel frame tubes for bicycles, 
15,000 sets monthly. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive leaflet available.* 

Seamless and welded precision steel 
pipe and tubes, cold drawn, plain or 
fabricated, 8- to 35-mm. diameter, 0.8- 
to 1.8-mm. wall thickness, 30,000 yards 
monthly. Descriptive leaflet in German 
available.* 

Steel flush pipes, 10 tons monthly. 
Illustrated and descriptive leaflet avail- 
able.* 

Chromium vacuum-cleaner tubing, 
3,000 to 5,000 sets monthly. 

Nursery Products: 

Union of South Africa — Mission 
Stores (Pty.), Ltd. (grower, exporter), 
Elim, Cape Province, wishes to export 
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direct or through agent large quantities 
by pound weight of white everlasting 
flowers. 

Semiprecious Stones: 

Union of South Africa—W. W. Lapi- 
dary Works (Pty.), Ltd. (producer, ex- 
porter), 40 Bree St., P. O. Box 3816, 
Cape Town, wishes to export South 
African semiprecious stones. Importer 
should indicate type of stone and dimen- 
sions in millimeters. 

Shoe Findings: 

Italy—Arsenio G. Sala (importer, 
exporter, sales agent of sporting arti- 
cles, textiles, handicrafts, and novel- 
ties), 89 Via Giordano Bruno, Turin, 
wishes to export direct large quantities 
of good-quality wood and metal heels 
used in the manufacture of ladies’ shoes. 

Textiles: 

Guatemala—Fabrica de Tejidos Xina- 
bajul (manufacturer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 3a Avenida 7-13, Zona 1, Guate- 
mala City, wishes to export direct high- 
quality handwoven cotton textiles of 
typical Guatemalan native patterns, in- 
cluding 500 shirts, 200 skirts, 100 table- 
cloths, and 300 to 1,500 yards of dress 
lengths. 

Watches and Movements: 

France—Societe Alsacienne d’Horlo- 
gerie (manufacturer, exporter), rue de 
Bourgfelden at Hegenheim (Haut-Rhin), 
wishes to export direct 5,000 pieces 
monthly of Anchor-type watches and 
watch movements—11% center second, 
17 jewels, shock resistant, unbreakable, 
main spring flat, hairspring Elinvar, and 
timed in 3 positions, 

Yarns? 

Japan—Asahi Keito Co., Ltd. (expor- 
ter, wholesaler), 41 Awaji-machi 2- 
chome, Higashi Ku, Osaka, wishes to 
export direct up to 10,000 lbs. of fancy 
woolen yarns for handknitting, type T 
50 and T 64 for fingering, double knit- 
ting, and crochet, dyed or top-dyed, in 
counts: 2/6, 2/20, 3/15.5, 4/9, 4/16, and 
4/18. 

World Trade Directory report being 
prepared. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Air-Raid and Avalanche Equipment: 

Austria — Gustav Stifter (importer, 
wholesaler, manufacturer, exporter, 
sales agent handling gardening, agricul- 
tural, and forestry equipment and ma- 
chinery), 10 Eschenbachgasse, Vienna 
I, wishes to purchase direct and/or 
obtain agency for air-raid and avalanche 
search equipment. 

Building Supplies: 

New Zealand—H. L. Tapley & Co., 
Ltd. (importing distributor of machin- 
ery, tools, insulation materials, hard- 
ware, crockery, jewelry, clocks, textiles, 
and fancy goods), 44 Crawford St., 
Dunedin, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for insulation materials. 

Thailand — Atlantic Trading Co. 
(wholesale distributor), 1/12 Opposite 
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Lombardy Handicraft 
Shown in Catalog 


A catalog entitled “A Presenta- 
tion of Lombardy’s Handicraft,” 
published by a group of crafts- 
men-exporters in Italy, shows in 
photographs the products offered 
—mostly gift items—together with 
the individual exporters’ names 
and addresses. 

The group can supply additional 
photographs and samples of their 
crafts and conduct correspondence 
in English. 

A copy of this publication is 
available for review on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, 
or may be obtained from the pub- 
lisher, Gruppo Esportatori Arti- 
giani, Via Senato 28, Milan, Italy. 











Bangkok Bank, Suapa Road, Bangkok, 
wishes tg purchase direct general con- 
struction materials. 


Chemicals: 


Netherlands — Anorex (manufactur- 
er’s agent), 173 Waalsdorperweg, The 
Hague, wishes to purchase direct and 
seeks agency for industrial chemicals, 
such as sodium perborate, potassium 
perborate, perpyro phosphate, sodium 
hydrosulfite, ethereal and synthetic raw 
materials for perfume and flavor manu- 
facturing, borax (raw and purified), 
solvents, and carbide. 


New Zealand—Airwork (N. Z.), Ltd. 
(importing distributor, and manufactur- 
er’s agent for aircraft and aeronautical 
equipment), Christchurch Airport, 
Harewood, Christchurch, wishes to pur- 
chase direct and seeks agency for agri- 
cultural chemicals suitable for use in 
aerial application, as well as aircraft 
and aircraft materials. . 

Construction Machinery and Equip- 
ment: 


Belgium—N. V. Van De Weghe (im- 
porter, wholesaler, repairer of contrac- 
tor’s equipment), 763 Boomse Steenweg, 
Wilrijk-Antwerp, wishes to purchase 
direct contractor’s plant and earthmov- 
ing equipment, including excavators, 
cranes, tractors, bulldozers, and scrap- 
ers. 

Hardware: 

New Zealand—H. L. Tapley & Co., 
Ltd. (importing distributor of machin- 
ery, tools, insulation materials, hard- 
ware, crockery, jewelry, clocks, textiles, 
and fancy goods), 44 Crawford St., Dun- 
edin, wishes to purchase direct or ob- 
tain agency for general hardware. 

Hotel Equipment: 

New Zealand—H. L. Tapley & Co. 
Ltd. (importing distributor of machin- 
ery, tools, insulation materials, hard- 
ware, crockery, jewelry, clocks, textiles, 
and fancy goods), 44 Crawford &t., 
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Dunedin, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for hotel equipment. 

Machinery: 

Egypt—Chamuel’s Trading Co. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer), 50 
Khoronfish St., Cairo, wishes to pur- 
chase direct one die casting machine to 
make lead seals of 12-, 13-, and 15- 
millimeter diameters equipped with the 
necessary accessories, automatic elec- 
trically driven, motor 220/380 v., 3 hp., 
50 cycles, to produce up te 500 kilo- 
grams of lead seals per 8-hour workday. 
Samples of lead seals available.* 

EMO Spezialfabrik Bieg- 
samer Wellen, Inh. Bruno Moritz 
(manufacturer of flexible shafting metal 
protection hoses, complete speedo- 
cables), 243 Duisburgerstrasse, Krefeld- 
Uerdingen, wishes to purchase direct 
several machines for the production of 
flexible cables 3 to 4 millimeters for 
speedocables in the automotive field; 
most current outside diameters, 0.130” 
to 0.150”. 


Machinery and Tools: 


New Zealand—H. L. Tapley & Co., 
Ltd. (importing distributor of machin- 
ery, tools, insulation materials, hard- 
ware, crockery, jewelry, clocks, textiles, 
and fancy goods), 44 Crawford St., 
Dunedin, wishes to purchase direct or 
obtain agency for macninery and tools. 

Minerals: 

Germany — Stanz- & Emaillierwerk 
Otterstedde GmbH (manufacturer of 
enamelled goods), Vorhelm b Ahlen i. 
W., wishes to purchase direct silicons. 
Firm desires samples with offers. 

Painters’ Supplies: 

France—Ecoplas (Societe) (wholesal- 
ers handling a general line of small 
tools, equipment, and supplies), 11 rue 
des Cheminots, Toulouse, Haute-Garon- 
ne, wishes to purchase direct, but 
agency preferred, good-quality modern 
small. equipment and tools, including 
paint spray guns, roller coatings, raw 
products of all types, preferably new 
articles for painters for house, indus- 
trial, and other uses. Price quotations 
desired. Firm is also interested in ex- 
porting to the United States vinyl 
paints of their manufacture, and price 
quotations will be furnished upon re- 
quest to U, S. importers. 

Pape: Prodacts: 

Germany —Waren-Automaten-Gesell- 
schaft m.b.H, (importer, exporter, 
wholesaler, and manufacturer of vend- 
ing machines), 17 Grillparzer-Strasse, 
Wiesbaden, wishes to purchase paper 
used in the manufacture of paper cups. 

Precision Instruments: 

France—Comptoirs Imex France (im- 
porter, commission merchant handling 
data reducing equipment; electronic 
measuring instruments and _ control 
gears for industrial use; and pressure, 
strain, and temperature transducers), 
46 rue de Provence, Paris, wishes to 
purchase direct electronic measuring 
instruments, as well as pressure, strain, 
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Indonesian Firm Wants 
Asphalt Samples 


A two-kilogram sample of as- 
phalt must be submitted for test- 
ing before August 8 to the firm 
Sudjas, Dalan Segara 1/36, Dja- 
karta, in connection with the sup- 
ply of 20,000 tons announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, July 
23, page 11. 

Detailed specifications of the 
asphalt wanted may be reviewed 
on loan from the Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

A World Trade Directory re- 
port on Sudjas will be available 
soon to qualified U. S. firms from 
BFC’s Commercial Intelligence 
Division for $1. z 


‘ 











and temperature transducers, and data 
reducing equipment, 


Rubber Waste: 


Germany—Draht-Polster-Werk Albert 
Ueberdick (importer of crossbred tapes- 
try waste, colored and white, and foam- 
rubber waste; manufacturer of blan- 
kets; upholstery factory and weaving 
mill; factory producing gear wheels), 
25 Neukircher Muehle, Essen-Werden, 
wishes to purchase direct quantities of 
foam-rubber waste, used foam-rubber 
mattresses, and used foam-rubber car 
seats. 

Sanitary Supplies: 

Thailand—Atlantic Trading Co. 
(wholesale distributor), 1/12 Opposite 
Bangkok Bank, Suapa Road, Bangkok, 
wishes to purchase direct sanitary 
equipment. 

Shoes: 

New Zealand—H. L. Tapley & Co., 
Ltd, (importing distributor of machin- 
ery, tools, insulation materials, hard- 
ware, crockery, jewelry, clocks, tex- 
tiles, and fancy goods), 44 Crawford 
St., Dunedin, wishes to purchase direct 
or obtain agency for footwear. 

Stationery Supplies: 

Netherlands — Studio Nieuwenhuis 
(importing distributor, exporter of sta- 
tionery and advertising novelty items; 
designers of advertising material) 20 
Diependaalse Drift, Hilversum, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agency 
for stationery, and expensive and in- 
expensive advertising novelty items. 

Textiles: 

New Zealand—H. L. Tapley & Co., 
Ltd. (importing distributor of machin- 
ery, tools, insulation materials, hard- 
ware, crockery, jewelry, clocks, tex- 
tiles, and fancy goods), 44 Crawford 
St., Dunedin, wishes to purchase direct 
or obtain agency for textiles and fancy 
goods. 


Thailand—Moolamall Amarnath (im- 


porting distributor), 181/3 Rajawongse 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to purchase-di-, 
rect all kinds of textiles. 

Toilet Goods: 


Germany — Dr. Karl Goerke & Co. 
(importer, wholesaler of perfumes, 
cosmetic and toilet articles), 61/63 Ger-. 
resheimer Strasse, Dusseldorf, wishes. 
to purchase direct perfumes, cosmetic, ° 
and toilet articles. 

Toys: 

New Zealand—H. L. Tapley & Co.,, 
Ltd. (importing distributor of machin- 
ery, tools, insulation materials, hard- 
ware, crockery, jewelry, clocks, tex- 
tiles, and fancy goods), 44 Crawford 
St., Dunedin, wishes to purchase direct 
or obtain agency for toys. 

Tropical Plants: 

Germany — Alfred Reintzsch & A. 
Hochguertel (importer of tropical 
plants), 123 Marsbruchstrasse, Dort- 
mund-Aplerbeck, wishes to purchase di- 
rect the following tropical plants: 
30,000 Sansevieria Laurentii, 2 Ivd 8”- 
12”; and 50,000 Sansevieria Laurentii, 
3/5 lvd 12”-18". Firm states these 
plants are urgently needed, and desires 
to complete import latest during Sep- 
tember 1956. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Foodstuffs: 

Peru—Matias Gildemeister S. A. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer's 
agent of canned products, liquors, dyes, 
industrial chemicals, and hardware), 
388 Avenida Tacna, Lima, wishes to 
obtain exclusive agency from U. S, 
producer for pure refined hog lard in 
tins of 37 Ibs. 

Furniture: 

Thailand—Bangkok House Furnishing 
Corp., Ltd. (wholesale distributor), 
1013-5 Silom Road, Bangkok, seeks 
agency for tubular steel furniture. 

Household Goods: 

Thailand—Bangkok House Furnishing 
Corp., Ltd. (wholesale distributor), 
1013-5 Silom Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
obtain agency for shade screening, and 
modern window shades. 

Machinery and Equipment: 

Canada—Hunt & Co. (Peter Hopkin, 
Proprietor) (manufacturer’s agent), 59 
Kennebec Crescent, Rexdale, Toronto, 
seeks agency for electrical and mechan- 
ical equipment, including food machin- 
ery, pumps, and mechanical-handling 
equipment. 

Textiles: 

Thailand—Bangkok House Furnishing 
Corp., Ltd. (wholesale distributor), 
1013-5 Silom Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
obtain agency for all kinds of woolen 
carpets. 

Toilet Goods: 

Germany—Carl Hamel & Co. (im- 
porting distributor of pharmaceuticals 
and beauty aids; manufacturer of 
pharmaceutical preparations, chiefly for 
foot treatment; exporter of pharmaceu- 
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ticals), 4-8 Osthafenplatz, Frankfurt- 
Main, seeks exclusive agency for entire 
territory of the Federal Republic from 
well-known cosmetics manufacturer of- 
fering a good-quality product. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











France — Pierre Grillot, representing 
Etablissements Grillot (wholesaler of 
hand pumps), 2 rue de l’Observance, 
Avignon, is interested in hand-operated 
pumps for water, gas, fuel oil, etc., 
and wishes to visit pump manufacturing 
plants with a view of possible licens- 
ing agreement, and to study production 
methods. Scheduled to arrive July 25, 
via New York, for a 12-day visit. 


U. S. address: c/o Thos. Cook & Son, 
Inc., 587 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York and Washington. 

New Zealand—John Clifford Gwynne 
Ellis, representing Cyclax (New Zea- 
land) Ltd. (importer, wholesaler, ex- 
porter, manufacturer of cosmetics and 
toilet preparations), 262 Lambton Quay, 
Wellington; is interested in contacting 
U. S. manufacturers of cosmetic and 
toilet preparations with a view to manu- 
facturing U. S. products under license 
in New Zealand. He is also interested 
in technical information on ‘packaging 
machinery used in the United States, 
such as labeling and filling machines 
with a view to improving firm’s meth- 
ods. 

Scheduled to arrive August 10, via 
New York, for a visit of 10 days. U. S. 
address: c/o Cyclax of London, Inc., 7 
East 53d St., New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York; Milwaukee; and Mor- 
town, N. J. 

New Zealand—Jack van Raalte, re- 
presenting Ralta, Ltd., 18 Nelson St., 
Wellington, is interested in import of 
electrical appliances and components. 
Was scheduled to arrive July 27, via 
San Francisco, for a 2-week visit. U. S. 
address: c/o John Newstreet, 138 Park- 
er Ave., Hawthorne, N. J.; and A. B, 





investment in 
INDONESIA 


basic information for 
United States businessmen 


$1.25 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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Konijn, 625 Market St., San Francisco 
5, Calif. Itinerary: San Francisco, July 
31; Los Angeles, August 1; Denver, 
August 3; Chicago, August 5; and New 
York, August 9. 


Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land — Hilda Doudney, representing 
Doudney & Co. (sales/indent agent), 22 
N.E.M. House, Fort St., Bulawayo, is 
interested in agency for canned foods, 
especially fruit or fish. Was scheduled 
to arrive July 1, via New York, for a 
6-week visit. U. S. address: c/o Miss 
Rawalt, Fountainbleu Hotel, Miami 
c/o Mrs. Evelyn C, 
Richards, 8675 Carter Ave., Allen Park, 
Detroit, Mich.; c/o Miss Leah M. Sim- 
mons, President Niagara Falls Business 
and Professional Women’s Club, 1 Fair- 
way Dr., Lewiston, N. Y.; c/o Miss 
Mildred Hoover, President Buffalo Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Club, 
900 Elmwood Dr., Buffalo 22, N. Y.; 
and c/o Dr. Madge C, L. McGuiness, 
President New York League of Busi- 
ness and Professional Women, Inc., 
48 E. 62d St., New York 21, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: Miami Beach, July 1-6; Detroit, 
August 6; Niagara Falls, August 8; 
Buffalo, August 9; and New York, Au- 
gust 10-14. 





Governments in... 

(Continued from page 8) 
countant of the chief engineer’s office 
for 5 rupees, or US$1.05, a set. The 
crane is to operate on unpaved ground 
and bearing pressure shall be limited 
to that allowable for easy movement 


on sandy foreshore. Shall have equip- 


ment for grabbing work, dragline oper- 
ations, and shoveling; and ordinary 
lifting hook, 


Pressure shafts (excluding steel 
lining), power house, and appurtenances 
for the Koyna hydroelectric project in 
Bombay State; bids invited until Sep- 
tember 25 by the Chief Engineer, Koyna 
Project, Post Office Koyna, via Karad, 
North Satara District, Bombay. Esti- 
mated cost of pressure shafts and power 
house is $4,301,430, and that of ap- 
purtenances, $657,300. 

Tender forms, conditions, and specifi- 
cations may be purchased, until Septem- 
ber 15, for $10.50 a set, excluding post- 
age, from the Superintending Engineer, 
Koyna Project, Mercantile Bank Build- 
ing, 4th floor Fort, Bombay 1, India. A 
copy of Invitation for Tenders will be 
supplied, on request, by the India Sup- 
ply Mission, 2536 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW., Washington 8, D. C, 

Iran: 

Supply and erection of steel struc- 
tures for the Ministry of Roads, in ac- 
cordance with the Seven-Year-Plan 
Organization, as follows: 4 transit sheds, 
40 x 100 square meters in Bandar 
Shahpour; 3 transit sheds, 40 x 100 
square meters in Khorramshahr, and 3 
transit sheds 40 x 150 square meters in 
Khorramshahr, Total weights of steel, 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


about - 670-tons for Bandar Shahpour 
and about 1,200 tons for Khorramshahr, 


Bids invited until August 27 by’ the 
Adjudication Committee, Kampsax, 66 
Avenue Kouchk, Tehran, Interested 
parties may obtain bidding conditions 


and specifications from Kampsax for 
about $33. 


Iraq: 

Supply of 50 standard gage 4-wheeled 
lowsided open wagons, 25-ton capacity; 
bids invited until August 8 by the Di- 
rectorate General, Iraqi State Railways, 
Baghdad. Bidding documents may be 
obtained from the Directorate General 
for 10 Iraqi dinars (1 dinar—US$2.80) a 
set. Bids must be sent to the Crown 
Agents for Overseas Governments and 
Administrations, 4 Millbank, 

S.W. 1, reference: W/EM 4 Iraqi Rail- 
ways Ren, 42/1.* 


Ireland: 


Marine diese] propulsion engines, 75- 
to 100-horsepower, suitable for 50-foot 
wooden fishing vessels; tenders invited 
until August 18 by the Secretary, An 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara, 67 Lower Mount 
Street, Dublin. The number of engines 
required is not known, but it is under- 
stood that one engine will be purchased 
at a time.* 


New Zealand: 


One composing room precision saw; 
bids invited until August 17 by the New 
Zealand Government Printing and Sta- 


. 


_tionery Department, Private Bag, Gove 


ernment Buildings P. O., Wellington.* 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for-review on loan from the New 
Zealand Government Trade Commis- 
sioner, 1145 19th Street NW., Washing- 
ton 6, D. C, 


Paraguay: 

Construction of water-works system 
for the city of Asuncion (see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, June 11, 1956, page 
13); bids invited until October 1 by the 
Asuncion Water Works Corp. (COR- 
POSANA). Project includes construc- 
tion of a complete water network, sup- 
ply and installation of control equipment 
for the purification plant, pumping 
equipment, switchboard for electric 
distribution, transmission and distribu- 
tion equipment, water pipes, and miscel- 
laneous accessories. 


Bidding documents and specifications 
may be purchased from the Rader 
Engineering Co., 111 NE. 2d Avenue, 
Miami 32, Fla., for $150 a set plus 50 
cents for each sheet of drawings.* 


Thailand: 


Procurement of 733,050 square yards of 
cotton cloth, unbleached; 220,000 square 
yards of cotton cloth, blue uniform 
drill; 56,000 each of olive-green field 
packs, Bids invited until August 20 by 
the Thai Technical and Economic Com- 
mittee for the Ministry of Defense, 962 
Krung Kasem Road, Bangkok.* 
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Expansion of Beirut Port Planned 


Plans for expansion of the port of 
Beirut, necessitated by a sharp increase 
in traffic in recent years, have been 
presented to the Lebanese Government 
by the Beirut Port Co. 


The project contemplates an exten- 
sion of the main breakwater, formation 
of a new basin, construction of a new 
pier, and creation of new land to per- 
mit expansion of the free zone. 


The Beirut Port Co., which operates 
the port under a concession which will 
run until 1990, has offered to finance 
the expansion project, estimated to cost 
L£30 million (L£1—US$0.31 at the free 
rate). The Government reportedly has 
accepted the plan’s technical aspects, 
but agreement has not been reached on 
financial arrangements. 


Since early this year the Government 
has become interested in purchasing the 
concession and port facilities, which it 
is entitled to do under the concession 
agreement, and has indicated a desire 
to finance the expansion and thereby 
gain an interest in the company. 
Lengthy negotiations with the company 
management will be necessary, however, 
before such a plan could be effected, 


Traffic Demands Expansion 


The need for expanding the port’s 
cargo-handling capacity, and particular- 
ly the free zone, where business has 
been turned away because of inadequate 
space and facilities, evident for several 
years, was spotlighted by last year’s 
heavy traffic. 

Traffic in the port reached new rec- 
ord levels in 1955, exceeding by 25 per- 
cent tonnage handled in 1954. The 1955 
tonnage of 1,887,000 compares with 
1,121,000 in 1952. The free zone traffic 
increased even more rapidly than total 
port traffic, tonnage of goods handled 





Inter-American Highway 
Contract Awarded 


An Inter-American ‘Highway 
contract for construction of 19 
kilometers of road in the Guate- 
malian Departments of Santa Rosa 
and Jutiapa has been awarded to 
Compania Constructora Pan 
Americana, 7a Avenue, A, 5-60, 
Zone 2, Guatemala City, Guate- 
mala. 

The successful bidder quoted a 
price of $672,265 for the work, 
which is te be completed by June 
30, 1957. 

This project was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 
19, 1956, page 12. 
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rising from 313,800 metric tons in 1952 
to 562,800 metric tons in 1955. 

The increase in free zone transit traf- 
fic, reflecting the rapidly growing im- 
portance of Beirut’s entrepot trade, 
was especially marked, rising from 122,- 
500 metric tons in 1952 to 415,400 tons 
in 1955—U. S. Emb., Beirut. 





Hong Kong Plans To 
Boost Tourist Trade 


A special committee, established to 
study plans for setting up a tourist as- 
sociation in Hong Kong, has recom- 
mended to the Hong Kong Government 
that it appropriate $4 million over a 
3-year period to finance promotion of 
tourism in the Colony. 

A detailed report recommends that— 

@ A specialized promotion organiza- 
tion, to be known as the Hong Kong 
Tourist Association, be established with 
a qualified full-time staff, a director, 
and an assistant director. 

@ To prevent the association from 
being utilized for ulterior purposes by 
racketeer tourist organizations there 
shall be no paid membership. 

@ The entire operational cost of the 
association be borne solely by the Gov- 
ernment during the ifittial 3-year period. 

@ The seven members of the board 
of management, possibly including two 
Government civil servants, be named 
by the Governor. 

@ A council be organized to advise 
the board of management to enable the 
association to have. as wide a repre- 
sentation from the local community as 
possible. 

@® Members of the proposed council 
be appointed by the Governor. 

The committee found that the $4- 
million appropriation recommended over 
a 3-year period amounts to about 1 per- 
cent of the total income of $150 million 
to $200 million which Hong Kong de- 
rives from its current tourist trade. 
This sum would be apportioned on the 
basis of $1 million for each for the 
first 2 years and $2 million for the third 
year. 

The additional amount for the third 
year would be budgeted to finance over- 
sea magazine advertising, mainly in the 
United States, to boost Hong Kong’s 
tourist attractions. It is believed that 
in the third year Hong Kong’s hotel 
facilities would have increased suffi- 
ciently to enable the city to accommo- 
date more first-class tourists. 

The committee also recommended 
that as its initial process of organizing 
the association may take some time, 
the preliminary business of tourist pro- 
motion should not be postponed until 
the association is formed. 


Brazilian Railway Gets 
Loan for New Equipment 


The Brazilian National Bank for 
Economic Development (Banco Na- 
cional do Desenvolvimento Economico) 
in June granted a loan of $850 million 
cruzeiros to the Leopoldina Railroad 
(Estrada de Ferro Leopoldina), a Fed- 
erally owned road serving the Federal 
District and the States of Rio de 
Janeiro, Minas Gerais, and Espirito 
Santo (approximately 80 cruzeiros= 
US$1 at free exchange rate). 


This loan was based on project No. 
28 of the Joint Brazil-U. S. Economic 
Development Commission. 


The loan is to be used for the follow- 
ing major purposes: 
Millions of 


cruzetros 
Laying new roadbedding ................. . 250 
Replacement of 450 kilometers of rail .. 166 
Purchase of 80 suburban passenger cars 144 
Acquisition of 17 diesel locomotives : 5 
Laying about 1 million new ties ..... 64 
Acquisition of 100 gondolas 000000000... 37 
Standardization of couplings ... “i 

Acquisition of 30 cattle cars ..... “ 
Acquisition of 10 milk wagons ............... 3 


The Leopoldina Railroad serves an 
important sugar, cement, and dairy- 
producing area in eastern Brazil. It 
carries about 35 million passengers an- 
nually, which makes it the second busi- 
est railroad in Brazil.—U. S. Emb., Rio 
de Janeiro. 








Tourism Shows Sharp 
Increase in Jordan 


Tourism has been steadily growing in 
Jordan. Visitors of all nationalities iff@ 
creased from approximately 10,000 in 
1950 to almost 85,000 in 1955. Income 
from tourism jumped from 880,000 
dinars, or US$2,464,000, in 1950 to 
2,400,000 dinars, or $6,720,000, in 1955. 


Improvement of facilities since early 
1954 has expanded Jordan's potential 
tourist trade significantly. Completion 
of a long runway at Amman in 1954, 
extension of the Jerusalem runway in 
1955, and the building of modern termi- 
nals at both Jerusalem and Amman, 
to be completed early in 1956, have as- 
sisted Jordam in transporting comfort- 
ably and thus attracting larger numbers 
from the heavier tourist trade of the 
Mediterranean countries. 


Transport facilities within the coun- 
try also were greatly improved in 1954 
and 1955. Fleets of new automobiles 
were organized for regular service be- 
tween the east and west coasts and to 
points of interest in the country. Prices 
have been forced down by competition, 
and tourist agencies have been enabled 
to organize group and individual tourist 
sales.—U. S. Emb., Amman. 
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A teletypewriter attachment which 
provides for synchronized reproduction 
and transmission of columns, lines, and 
margins, such as contained in invoices, 
order forms, tables, and other business 
communications has been developed by 
Siemens & Halske, A. C. of Munich, 
Germany.—U. S. Cons. Gen., Frankfort. 





The Kuwait Telephone and Telegraph 
Department has agreed to purchase di- 
rectly for immediate delivery a 2,000- 
line telephone system ordered by Cable 
& Wireless, Ltd., the British firm which 
owned and operated Kuwait’s telecom- 
munications before February 1. The 
agreement is the first step towards in- 
stallation of a new 10,000-line telephone 
network—vU. S, Cons. Gen., Kuwait. 





Barranquilla, Colombia, has inaugu- 
rated a new telephone system compris- 
ing 15,000 single-party lines hooked up 
to three automatic exchanges. 


To meet initial costs a deposit plus 
an installation charge was required for 
each instrument installed. Monthly serv- 
ice payments vary according to the type 
of service required. 


The Barranquilla system was installed 
by Ericcson Co. of Sweden, which under 
a second contract is installing an addi- 
tional 15,000 lines, most of which will 
go into the poorer districts where serv- 
ice has not been available.—U. S. Cons., 
Barranquilla. 





Korea had its first television broad- 
cast on May 12, over station HLKZ-TV. 
Only about 45 television receivers, main- 
ly in downtown public places, were 
available for the demonstration. Mid- 
June was set as the possible date to 
begin regular broadcasting.—U. S. Emb., 
Seoul. 





Indonesia has signed a contract for 
the purchase of a 21,000-line automatic 
telephone exchange for the city of 
Djakarta, its Minister of Communica- 
tions has announced, 


The order, valued at 20 million Ger- 
man marks, or US$840,336, is to be 
financed over a 5-year period, is to be 
given to Siemens & Halske A. G., Mun- 
ich, Germany. 

The new installation, a Communica- 
tions Ministry official indicates, will 
satisfy the city’s needs for only the 
next 3 or 4 years. It is estimated that 
a 40,000-line exchange will be required 
to handle Djakarta’s foreseeable re- 
quirements, 

The Communications official says 
that equipment also will be ordered for 
Malang, East Java, and possibly for 
Palembang.—U. S. Emb., Djakarta. 
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Fumigation Station 
Operating at Cochin 


A fumigation station has begun func- 
tioning in the port of Cochin, India, and 
its first consignment of American cot- 
ton has been fumigated. 

Formerly, in the absence of a fumi- 
gation station, American cotton intend- 
ed for Cochin was not imported into 
that port directly but was unloaded at 
Bombay for fumigation and later trans- 
shipped to Cochin. 

Although the Cochin fumigation fa- 
cilities are now confined to cotton, they 
are likely in the near future to be ex- 
tended to other commodities, such as 
pepper. 

The matter of fumigating pepper has 
had the Indian Government's attention 
since 1953, when frequent complaints 
were received from the United States 
that Indian pepper was insect infested. 

No agreement, however, was reached 
between the Government of India and 
the pepper trade because of the cost 
involved in erecting and operating a 
fumigating plant. 

The United States is the largest buy- 
er of Indian pepper, taking about 60 to 
65 percent of India’s total pepper ex- 
ports.—U, S. Cons. Gen., Madras. 


New Oil... 


(Continued from page 3) 
because of wind damage on the planta- 
tions. 

A second dry-ice plant is being con- 
structed in Panama City, and a new 
coconut-fiber plant in San Blas at Pico 
Feo will utilize coconut shells to manu- 
facture fiber for making rope, brushes, 
carpets, and luggage. 

Investment interest continued in the 
Colon Free Zone where several U. S. 
companies are reported to be consider- 
ing seriously establishment of opera- 
tions. The Fuller Paint Co. of San Fran- 
cisco has decided to establish a paint 
mixing plant and a distribution center 
for aluminum windows. Other possible 
enterprises include a powdered-coffee 
plant and a sewing-machine assembly 
and distribution center—vU. S. Emb., 
Panama City, Panama. 
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Mexican Telephone Co. 


To Invest $26 Million. 


Telefonos de Mexico during the next 
2 years, depending upori availability of 
funds, will invest 325 million pesos, or 
US$26 million, in new construction, the 
company has announced. 

The program provides for installa- 
tion of 50,000 new telephones, 30,000 in 
the Federal District and 20,000 in other 
Mexican cities, and improvements in 
the long-distance service. 

The company’s net income in 1955, 
according to its annual repert, amount- 
ed to more than 35 million pesos, or US 
$2.8 million, compared with net earn- 
ings of 26 million pesos, or $2,080,000, 
in 1954. 

It completed in that year the largest 
part accomplished so far in its expan- 
sion program since fusion with the 
Mexican Telephone and Telegraph Co. 
in 1950. The work involved a series of 
construction jobs at a cost of more than 
112 million pesos, or $8.96 million, in 
1955 and of more than 415 million pesos, 
$33.2 million, in the past 5% years, 

At the end of 1955 the company had 
in service a total of 342,600 telephones, 
of which approximately 55 percent are 
in the Federal District. This figure 
represents a net gain of 8,190 telephones 


during the year.—U. S. Emb., Mexico, 
D. F. 


L. A. Draft... 

(Continued from page 5) 
countries during the month amounted 
to $34.9 million, $33 million below the 
May figure. Brazilian payments, at 
$2.2 million, were down $1.4 million. 
Payments by Venezuela declined by $1.1 
million to $7.5 million, while Peruvian 
remittances during June totaled $2.6 
million, $1.1 million below the preceding 
month. Moderately higher payments 
were reported for 12 countries. Mexi- 
can payments increased slightly to $4.1 
million, and Colombian remittances to 
$3.9 million. Of the total number of 
items paid during June by Colombian 
importers, approximately 75 percent 
were “over 90 days slow” (past the due 
date). 

The outstanding amount of confirmed 
letters of credit issued by the report- 
ing banks in favor of U. S. exporters 
increased by $2.3 million during June 
to $163.2 million, the highest since No- 
vember 1952. Outstandings on Argen- 
tina rose to $51.9 million, the sixth econ- 
secutively monthly increase, while those 
on Mexico rose by $1.4 million to $23.1 
million. Noticeably larger outstandings 
on Brazil, Costa Rica, Peru, and Uru- 
guay also were reported. Outstanding 
letters of credit on Chile declined by 
$1.3 million to $7.2 million, while those 
on Colombia and Cuba declined by ap- 
proximately $1 million each. 
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Reorganization of ... 
(Continued from page 2) 
for exporting petroleum from that field. 

The loan agreement covers repayment 
conditions of the $5 million in 6 years, 
in petroleum or in cash, 

In addition, BGOC has obtained con- 
cessions under the petroleum code for 
an area of approximately 1.6 million 
hectares and has filed for a surface re- 
connaissance over another large area. 


The California Exploration Co., hav- 
ing received a permit for an exploration 
concession, has a team of geologists 
_working in the field. 


Santa Cruz Crops Good 

Crop yields in the Department of 
Santa Cruz in 1955 were considerably 
larger than in 1954. Rice and corn out- 
put, as reflected by the purchases of the 
Agricultural Bank, were 41,000 and 
10,000 quintals, respectively (1 quintal= 
100 kilograms). 

Agricultural development in the 
Santa Cruz area is as follows: 


Hectares under 








cultivation 
Crop 1954 1955 
Os 5,500 
SS ee 5,225 
| SAT tein ee Ome 
ucca .. 0d - 1,200 2,400 
Cotton nti’, ° Se 600 
Coffee abies 0 2,537 





An emergency potato crop is expected 
to yield 10,000 tons of potatoes in Oc- 
tober; and the Argentine Government 
has increased from 2,000 to 3,000 a 
month, cattle deliveries to Bolivia under 
the Bolivian-Argentine barter agree- 
ment. The additional cattle will be de- 
livered to the La Paz, Oruro, and Po- 
tosi markets, . 


Highway Plans Proceed 

The Mixed Argentine-Bolivian High- 
way Commission has contracted with an 
Argentine construction firm to build a 
road from Rio Salado to Bermejo. The 
work will allow completion of the Oran- 
Tarija-Potosi international highway 
which the Argentine Government is 
committed to finance. 

Servicio Interamericano de Caminos, 
the joint Bolivian-American highway 
agency, has undertaken the construction 
of the San Pedro-Caranavi section of 
the projected highway to connect La 
Paz and the Beni. The fact that cattle 
and other essential products from the 
Beni must now be flown to La Paz and 
other altiplano markets attests to the 
importance of this road which, accord- 
ing to the American director of the 
Servicio, may be finished by early 1957. 

The Government seems interested in 
resuming construction of the La Paz- 
Beni Railroad; only 13% kilometers 
have been completed since 1947, and a 
mere token labor force is extending the 
right of way. Government officials say 
that enough rails, ties, and other ma- 
terials are available to complete the 
railroad to Coroico, but that tunnel 
construction and other work, over some 
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of the most rugged terrain in the world, 
will not be finished before the end of 
1958. 





Inflation Threatens ... 
(Continued from page 3) 


in the minimum-wage level are tied. 
Apart from these items, which are not 
always readily available on the Paris 
market, retail food prices rose substan- 
tially. Wholesale prices edged up con- 
tinuously since October, 1955, and in 
May the index was 4.3 percent above 
the October level. 

Inflationary tendencies also were felt 
in industrial costs, and strengthened 
the impact of domestic demand upon 
industrial material exports. The steel 
industry raised prices during May by 
an average of 4 percent, despite Gov- 
ernment opposition. Subsequently, the 
price of metallurgical coke was in- 
creased by 8 percent. One of the most 
significant increases was in construction 
costs, which in the first quarter of this 
year were 5 points above the preceding 
quarter and 10 points above the first 
quarter of 1955. 

To counter the danger of growing in- 
flation, the Government has tightened 
credit regulations and imposed a gen- 
eral price freeze. The National Credit 
Council has raised the percentage of 
bank lending funds to be held in short- 
term Treasury bonds from 20 to 25 
percent, and has placed restrictions on 
consumer credit, 





Chilean Economic .. . 
(Continued from page 4) 
tremely doubtful whether the Govern- 
ment’s efforts to balance the budget 
would be realized owing to the drop in 
the price of copper, a major source of 
revenue, and the obvious intention of 
the Chamber of Deputies to amend the 
new tax biil so that its revenue-produc- 
ing powers would be reduced substan- 

tially. 

Copper production continued high. 
The large American producers were ex- 
panding capacity, and the Ministry of 
Mines announced that capital invest- 
ments by Anaconda and Kennecott 
should increase annual production by 
126,000 tons and permit the electrolytic 
refining in Chile of an additional 44,500 
tons of copper which now must be ex- 
ported each year in the form of blister. 

Anaconda also submitted plans for an 
investment of US$4,606,200 in facilities 
for recovery of molybdenite at Chu- 
quicamata. 


Copper Prices Down 


To permit domestic processing by 
small and medium copper producers of 
ores and concentrates which now must 
be exported, the Government invited 
bids from two American and two West 
German firms for the design and con- 
struction of a modern smelter and elec- 
trolytic refinery in the central zone of 
Chile. 

Clouding the copper scene was the 
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steady fall of prices on the London Met- 
als exchange, from a high of some 54 
cents a pound, to approximately 37 
cents by the end of May. This dis- 
turbed the Government and the rhining 
community, even though part of Chile’s 
copper continued to be delivered in the 
United States for 46 cents a pound, A 
copper department mission left Chile in 
May for an on-the-spot study of cop- 
per markets in the United States and 
Europe. 

The ratification of the Nitrate Ref- 
erendum, which became effective April 
23, was followed by pressure from the 
two major producers for favorable ac- 
tion by the Export-Import Bank on 
pending loan applications. 

In addition to the very substantial 
mineral investments, either approved 
or projected, plans were afoot for re- 
financing the coal industry, which would 
permit the opening of new production 
areas and a modernization of methods, 
It was hoped that the IBRD would ex- 
tend the necessary financial assistance. 

Plans underway for expansion of the 
cellulose industry, a potential source of 
foreign exchange earnings, were ham- 
pered principally by financing arrange- 
ments. This industry’s expansion calls 
for the construction of some seven cel- 
lulose plants, most of which will op- 
erate in the Concepcion area. 

RCA Victor inaugurated what is said 
to be its first electronic tube plant in 
South America. 

The Government’s Committee on For- 
eign Investments published its semian- 
nual report in May showing that since 
inception of foreign investments under 
Law No. 437 of February 4, 1954, for- 
eign investments numbering 72, with a 
total value of over $32 million, have 
been approved by the Committee; 25 
were of U. S. origin, with a value of 
$14.8 million. These do not include in- 
vestments in the copper mining indus- 
try, made under a different law, which 
amounted to $94.6 million in the same 
period (Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
July 16, p. 5.)—U. S. Emb., Santiago. 








investment in 


Federation of 
Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland 


basic information for 
United States businessmen 


$1.75 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field ices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Trade Missions Assist 78,000 Businessmen 


U. S. trade missions met with more than 78,000 businessmen in 19 
countries in the Middle and Far East, North Africa, Latin America, 
and Europe in the less than 2 years that this country has been par- 
ticipating in International Trade Fairs, H. C. McClellan, Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for International Affairs, has announced. 


This total includes general inquiries 
on American products and/or merchan- 
dising problems, 

“We look with pride on the impres- 
sive figures and results these trade 
teams have rolled up,” said Mr. Mc- 
Clellan in reviewing the successful pro- 
gram, set forth by President Eisenhow- 
er in his foreign economic policy 
message to Congress, January 10, 1955. 
Twenty-seven trade missions were or- 
ganized from Government and business 
fields particularly suited to the needs 
and interests of the countries visited. 
They talked business and discussed 
mutual problems with the foreign busi- 
nessmen. 


The businessmen, who gave voluntar- 
ily of their time and services, were 
selected from operating and executive 
levels of trade associations, from ex- 
port and import firms, from publishing 
and advertising firms, from the fields 
of finance and foreign and do tic 
trade. The Government representatives 
were chosen for their long experience 
in the field of trade promotion and for 
their knowledge of U. S. policies, 

In addition to manning Information 
Centers at the U. S. Central Exhibits, 
the missions also visited 161 different 
cities of industrial and trading poten- 


tial. Local businessmen -~ representa- 


tives of chambers of commerce, indus- 
try federations, manufacturers’ organ- 
izations, export and import groups, and 
trade associations — participated in 
group discussions with the trade panels 
or accepted invitations to engage in 
private discussions with the U. S. mis- 
sions, Sufficient time was allotted to 
each city on the itinerary to provide 
specialized service for the foreign busi- 
nessmen. 


10,000 Opportunities Found 


Businessmen also sought and were 
given individual attention by trade mis- 
sion members manning the information 
booths at the various fairs. They were 
assisted in making U. S. trade connec- 
tions and given technical advice on 
many business problems. Of the queries, 
more than 10,000 represented specific 
opportunities to conduct business, 

The largest percentage of queries 
centered around purchasing U. S. goods 
and its corollary, how to sell on the 
American market. Dealing with these 
two specifics, the foreign businessmen 
inquired about U. S. marketing tech- 
niques, marketing research, distribution 
channels, licensing, customs procedures 
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and import duties, private investment, 
production methods, and other queries 
that two-way trade promotion presents. 


Trade mission members reported that 
a general misunderstanding of U. S. 
trade policies exists, particularly on 
VU. S. tariffs, pure food and drug act 
administration, anti-dumping, escape 
clause legislation, and other seeming 
barriers to increased trade. 


U. S. trade missions also told of the 
keen’ interest shown in the American 
product, techniques, and production 
methods. Foreign businessmen were 
anxious to obtain information on selling 
to the United States. A number of 
firms desired the aid of U. S. capital 
and know-how to expand their business, 
They also were interested in getting 
agencies, distributorships, and Jicensing 
arrangements from the manufacturers 
of U. S. products exhibited. 

In pointing out practical results 
derived from the activities of trade 
missions abroad, Mr. McClellan said 
that first, the U. S. displayed products, 
which formed part of the central ex- 
hibits, created a great deal of interest 
and admiration for U. S. equipment, 
techniques, designs, packaging, and 
merchandising methods, and collaterally 
illustrated the vast size of the VU. S, 
market. 


Misconceptions Clarified 


Second, many apprehensions and mis- 
conceptions held by foreign business- 
men on U. S. trade and tariff matters 
have been righted, the validity of the 
U. S. desire for two-way trade empha- 
sized, and the way to increase two-way 
trade demonstrated to the foreign busi- 





nessmen. Foreigners were given specific 
assistance and provided with practical 
information. Thousands of American 
manufacturers’ names, taken from ref- 
erence sources, were provided to in- 
quirers interested in buying U, S. prod- 
ucts. 

Third, as the trade mission work is 
but an extension of the regular func- 
tion of commercial sections of U. S. 
embassies and consulates abroad, the 
trade missions served to publicize 
promotional functions of the foreign 
service posts and to make trade con- 
tacts for years to come. 

Mr. McClellan also pointed out that 
as a result of the trade missions’ com- 
mercial library facilities, hundreds of 
trade and business journals and direc- 
tories, statistical and marketing studies, 
and other reference data, now are being 
studied by foreign businessmen, thus 
easing imaginary barriers that hamper. 
international trade. 

The library is supplied free by the 
U. S. publishing industry. It is — 
to a Foreign Service post, or to the 
foreign government, or one of its trade 
associations -after serving its purpose 
for the missions. In this way, the valu- 
able reference data will continue the 
service performed so well by the Amer- 
ican units. 


Goodwill Most Important 


In reviewing the successful activities 
of U. S. Trade Missions, Mr. McClellan - 
said: “Of greatest importance .is the 
goodwill generated throughout the busi- 
ness communities and with the public 
in general as the result of American 
businessmen giving freely of their time 
to assist other countries in raising the 
level of two-way trade.” 

Business leaders from 15 states and 
the District of Columbia served on trade 
missions in the first 2 fiscal years of 
the International Trade Fair program. 

A list, by states, of businessmen who 
volunteered their services as members 
of U. S, Department of Commerce of- 
ficial trade missions to International 
Trade Fairs held throughout the free 
world, follows with fairs attended 
shown in parentheses: 

California: James 8S. Baker (Hanove 

resident and general m er, James | 
Baker Co., San Francisco; Joel C. Bo 
(Djakarta), export manage r, Peerless Pump 
— Food Machine ar Chemical A 
Angel es; Lorne Duncan 
Xbaba usiness consultant, Santa Barbara— 
formerly, general cogait manager, PNational 
Distillers ucts Corp. 
Leo C. Helfenberger aisalontka), assistant 
vice Pe tam Union mony rust Co. of 
Angeles Hindle New 
Deihiy Cecancal agent, pte RW President 
Lines, Los Angeles; A. W. Horton (Salonika | 
and Berlin), pens Eg A. W. Horton & Co., 
Los Angeles; 
Balla). J oes ++ -and Consolidated, "Ere 
neering Corp., Pasadena; Alvin C. Eichholz 
(Tokyo), manager, World Trade Department, 
(Continued on page 19) 
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Canadian TV Receiver Output, Sales 
Decline After Reaching Record High 


Canadian output and sales of television receivers are declining 
slightly in 1956, because broadcasting coverage, embracing approxi- 
mately 75 percent of the Canadian population, is not expanding as 


rapidly as in previous years. 


A record high of over 850,000 TV receivers was produced in 1955, 


and domestic sales reached a peak of 
765,000 in 1955 from 642,000 in 1954 and 
366,000 in 1953. 


Sales in the first 4 months of 1956 
totaled 166,000, compared with 196,000 
in the corresponding period of 1955. 
Factory and distributors’ inventories 
rose from 45,000 receivers in December 
1954 to about 152,000 in April 1956. 


About 39 percent of Canadian homes 
—1,496,000 out of a total of 3,872,000— 
were equipped with television receivers 
in 1955, compared with 22 percent in 
September 1954, and 10 percent in Sep- 
tember 1953, according to a survey 
by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
(DBS). Estimates show that at least 1.8 
million TV sets are now in use in 
Canada. 


Production emphasis is oh the 21-inch 
table and console model TV receivers 
designed to receive VHF black and 
white programs. Only a few color re- 
ceivers have been made in Canada, since 
only those receivers within U. S. color 
TV station range can receive color sig- 
nals. Manufacturers have been urging 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 
(CBC) to modify transmitters at Toron- 
to, Ottawa, and Montreal to allow re- 
broadcast of color signals received from 
Buffalo, and thus create a market for 
Canadian color sets. 


35 Stations Operate 


Of the 35 Canadian stations now op- 
grating, 8 are owned by CBC, and the 
others are privately owned. Sixteen sta- 
tions have started broadcasting since 
November 1, 1954. Another private sta- 
tion was expected to go on the air in 
July. New stations will tend to locate 
in areas already served by one or more 
transmitting stations, resulting in less 
stimulation of mass purchasing. 


Completion of the 155-tower micro- 
wave relay network system to link 
Canadian stations from Sydney, Nova 
Scatia, to Vancouver, British Columbia, 
is expected in early 1958. A portion of 
the system has been built by joint 
efforts of the Canadian National and 
Canadian Pacific Railways; most of the 
remainder will be constructed by Trans- 
Canada Telephone System, an associa- 
tion of local telephone companies. Each 
local company will be responsible for 
work on the system in the area it serves. 
The initial system will consist of two 
channels in each direction capable of 





carrying both TV and telephone com- 
munications. — 

Sales of 609,993 radio receivers in 
1955 were substantially higher than 1954 
sales of 487,237 sets, a postwar low. 
Increasing emphasis is being placed on 
production of automobile, portable, and 
inexpensive home sets. 


More than 90 percent of the com- 
ponents used in Canadian-made TV and 
radio receivers are produced in Canada, 
according to industry sources. However, 
some of the materials required to pro- 
duce the components are imported. 


Tube Industry Advanced 


The Canadian electron tube industry 
is well developed, but output value is 
generally less than one-half of the total 
Canadian requirements, as the ever- 
increasing variety of electron tubes 
makes its uneconomical to produce all 
types of tubes in Canada. 


Canadian electronic production also 
includes a wide range of defense equip- 
ment, including fixed airborne and ma- 
rine radar, gunfire control, gunsights, 
identification radar, flight simulators, 
radio navigational aids, radio compasses, 
communications equipment, training 
aids, antisubmarine detection equipment, 
and radio-controlled target aircraft. 

Much electronic apparatus also is pro- 
duced for industrial firms, organizations, 
and utilities. Probably the most widely 
used class of equipment is private radio 
communication systems; other items are 
those performing measuring, testing, and 
control functions, and electronic aids to 
exploration and mining industries. 

Most of the larger firms producing 
electronic equipment in Canada are sub- 
sidiaries or affiliates of U. S. or British 
companies. Competition among Canadian 
electronics manufacturers is keen, espe- 
cially in the TV field. The industry's 
rapid development has been made pos- 
sible by Government: assistance in the 
form of import restrictions against cer- 
tain electronic products, including TV 
receivers and radios. These restrictions, 
which are in addition to tariff duties, 
are embodied in the Canada Patent Act, 
and to a lesser extent in the Canadian 
Electrical Code. 


Few Imports Allowed 


Some licenses are granted, however, 
to allow import of patented articles not 
made in Canada in sufficient quantity 


to meet demand, particularly for spe- 
cialized articles whose large-scale man- 
ufacture in Canada is uneconomical. 
Certain automobile radio sets currently 
are imported under license. 

The United States supplies over 90 
percent of the electronic equipment, 
parts, and raw materials imported into 
Canada; most of the remainder is from 
the United Kingdom. The following fig- 
ures show Canadian domestic shipments 
and imports of specified electronic prod- 
ucts in 1955: 


Domestic 


Item shipments Imports 

Television receivers 

Number o...ccccsee 764,957 6,012 

Value ra C$234, 814,943 C$513,006 
Radio receivers 

ee 609,993 39,938 

Value cesses $41,907,208 C$1, 305,635 
Radio tutes 

BUUMDOCP  oociccecccswe 14,504,119 14,391, 767 

Value ncccecceccocosvevee C$8,401,578 C$12,633,787 


Imports of other electronic products 
in 1955 were valued as follows: Radio 
apparatus not otherwise provided for 
C$61,002,135; radio set parts, C$8,901,- 
712; and radio tube parts, C$6,269,423. 
The above data do not include several 
thousand. radios carried in each year 
by Canadian residents availing them- 
selves of the privilege of importing 
C$100 worth of merchandise after an 
absence of 48 hours or more from 


a 

nly a small portion of total Cana- 
dian electronics production is exported, 
mainly in the form of radio sets and 
other radio apparatus. A total of 10,164 
radio sets, valued at C$955,294, and 
radio wireless apparatus, not otherwise 
provided for, valued at C$4,802,993, were 
exported in 1955, according to DBS for- 
eign trade statistics—U.S. Cons. Gen., 
Toronto. . 


Canadian First-Quarter 
Footwear Production Up 


Canadian footwear output in the first 
3 months of 1956 totaled 11,171,150 
pairs, a 15-percent increase over the 
9,675,627 pairs produced in the com- 
parable period of 1955. 


Footwear production with leather 
soles increased to 4,287,578 pairs from 
2,476,532 pairs. 

A breakdown of first-quarter 1956 
footwear production by type, with com- 
parable 1955 data in parentheses, is as 
follows: Men’s, 2,596,919 pairs (2,070,- 
818); boys’, 385,769 (322,172); youths’, 
73,365 (80,365); women’s and growing 
girls’, 5,370,591 (4,760,284); misses’, 
1,127,652 (947,486); children’s and little 
gents’, 819,827 (787,275); babies’ and 
infants’, 797,027 (707,227). 


Factories in operation in March to- 
taled 266, located as follows: Newfound- 
land, 1; Nova Scotia, 2; New Bruns- 
wick, 3; Quebec, 159; Ontario, 89; Man- 
itoba, 6; and British Columbia, 6. 
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Argentine Mink Skin Output Expected To Rise 


Production of mink skins in Argentina 
is expected to advance to 5,000 in 1956 
and may reach 25,000 in 1957, as a re- 
sult of Argentine fur producers’ grow- 
ing interest in mink farming. Produc- 
tion in 1955 was estimated at 2,000 
skins. 

Chinchilla farming also has been 
started, but the beginning has been 
small. 

Wild animals rather than farmed 
animals constitute the country’s major 
source of furs. Average annual Argen- 
tine fur production has been estimated 
as follows: Nutria, farmed and wild, 
800,000-1 million skins; fox, all types, 
300,000-400,000; skunk, 300,000; persian 
lamb, 80,000-100,000; Vizeacha, 400,000- 
500,000; and mink, 5,000. 

A small but irregular supply of wild- 
cat, hare, rabbit, and a few other non- 
farmed animal furs is produced. 

Skunk and Vizcacha production is ex- 
pected to decline unless exports increase, 
since the domestic market for them has 
fallen off substantially because of fash- 


ion trends, and local prices are too low 
to stimulate hunting and trapping. 

Domestic use is estimated rough!y as 
follows: Nutria, at least 50 percent of 
production; fox and persian lam), near- 
ly 100 percent; skunk and Vizcaclia, 
about 40 percent; and mink, 100 per- 
cent, 

Argentine furriers report a good do- 
mestic market and a much improved 
return on exports since the October 1955 
devaluation, which permitted furs to be 
exported at the free market rate rather 
than the official rate, Higher export re- 
turns have tended to push domestic fur 
prices upward, thereby encouraging fur 
production, 

One major source of dissatisfaction to 
the local industry is the limited variety 
of furs available for domestic clientele. 
Fur imports are prohibited entirely, and 
very few furs are produced in quantity 
in Argentina. The furriers believe they 
could dispose of a sizable quantity of 
imported furs if they were obtainable. 
—U,. S. Emb., Buenos Aires. 





Trade Missions .. . 


(Continued from page 17) 


San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, San 
Francisco; Olaf C. Hansen (Vienna), man- 

ng partner, Frazar & Hansen, Ltd., San 
rancisco; Harry McClelland (Bari), presi- 
dent, Capital Co., San Francisco. 

District of Columbia: Kenneth H. Campbell 
(Stockholm, Vienna and Berlin), manager 
Foreign Commerce Dept., Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States, Washington. 

Florida: Lee A. Everhart (Bogota), presi- 
dent, Commonwealth Corp., Tallahassee. 

Indiana: Joseph W. Dye (Stockholm), pres- 
ident and — manager, Wolf & Dessauer 
Co., Fort ayne. ' 

Illinois; Fitzhugh Granger (Barcelona), 
manager, Merchandising Services, Interna- 
tional Harvester Export Co., Chicago; Clar- 
ence J. Ruethling (Barcelona), assistant vice 
president, First National Bank of Chicago, 
Chicago; A. A. Sibbald (New Dethi), import 
manager, Sears Roebuck & Co., Chicago. 

Maryland: Maxwell R. Sacra (London-Bir- 
mingham), export manager, Black & Decker 
Manufacturing Co., Towson. 

Massachusetts: Samuel P. Hull 
sales manager and _ director, 
Stamped Metal Co., Worcester. 

Michigan: Hollis 8. Baker (Tokyo), chair- 
man of the Board, Baker Furniture Co., 
Grand Rapids. 

Missouri: Ingram F. Boyd, Jr. (Lyon), 

resident, Boyd-Richardson Co., St. Louis; 

‘rancis Doll (Bogota), partner, Saint Louis 
Trading Co., St. Louis; Wendell W. Moore 
(Colombo), Jirector of Foreign Sales, A. 8. 
Aloe Co., St. Louis. 

New Jersey: William H. WUukens (Han* 
over), vice president, Export, R. M. Hollings- 
head Corp., Camden. 

New York: J. Joseph Cranmore (Stock- 
holm, Vienna and Berlin), sales manager, 
Lowerator Division, American Machine & 
Foundry Co., New York; John V. Deacon 
(Brussels and Paris), director, Sales Promo- 
tion and Advertising, Westinghouse Electric 
International Co., New York; Philip J. Gray 
(Milan and Paris), manager, Foreign Credit 
Interchange Bureau, National Association of 
Credit Men, New York; William 8. Hon- 
neus (Hanover), advertising director, Time 
“Inc., New York; 

Ladd I. Johnson (Djakarta), secretary, 
American Indonesian Chamber of Commerce, 
New York; Egil E. Krogh (Osaka), president 
and general manager, Sibley-Lindsay & Curr 
Co., Rochester; Eugene M. Lang (Lyon and 
Paris), president, Resources & acilities 
Corp., New York; Richard G. Lurie (Milan), 
editor, American Exporter, Johnston Export 
Publishing Co., Inc., New York; F. H. V. 


(Bari), 
Worcester 
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Mecklenburg (New Delhi), preside H. B. 
Botzow, Inc., New York; ncis A. Mojo 

New Delhi ‘and Addis Ababa), vice presi- 
ent, Galatex Co., Inc., New York; 

Melvin Pine (Lendon-Birmingham), pres- 
ident, Melvin Pine & Co., Inc., New York; 
Vergil D. Reed (Osaka), ‘vice president and 
associate director of Researc J. Walter 
Thompson Co., New York; William Repucci 
(Milan and Paris), assistant secretary, Irving 
Trust Co., New York; some A. Sinclair 
(London and Paris), executive secretary, 
Commerce & Industry Association of New 
York, New York; Alois A, Stauber (Milan, 
Frankfurt and Hanover), senior partner, 
Daco Machine & Tool Co., Brooklyn. 

North Carolina: George W. Dowdy (Milan), 
executive vice president and general ‘man- 
ager, Belk Bros., Charlotte. 

Ohio: Carroll L. Wilson (Vienna), director 
of finance, aareeae Paper & Fiber Co., 
Hamilton; Owen L. Carlton (Karachi), vice 
resident, Central National Bank of Cleve- 
and, Cleveland. 

Oregon: Carter Brandon (Stockholm, Vien- 
na and Berlin), manager, Foreign Trade 
Department, Portland Chamber of Commerce. 
Portland; ‘Thomas, C. Young (Lyon and 
Paris), president, Pacific Roofing Co., Port- 
land, and Director, Pabco Products, Inc. 
San Francisco. 

Pennsylvania: Charles A. Keough (Osaka), 
president, Ballthrall Trading Co., Philadel- 
phia; Grant L. Thrall (Karachi), chairman 
and executive vice president, Ballagh & 
Thrall, Inc., Sr ym 

Virginia: Wade G. McCargo (Lyon, Paris, 
Vienna and Berlin), president, H. V. Bald- 
win & Co., Inc., Richmond; Edward M. Par- 
tish (Paris), president, Guif Red Cedar Co., 
Inc., Richmond. 


India Plans Railway Coach 
Factory Near Barauni 


A Government-sponsored railway 
coach factory is planned near Barauni, 
Bihar, India, and will be under direct 
management of the Indian Railway 
Board, according to the Hindusthan 
Standard of June 25. 

The fourth of its kind in India and 
the first in Bihar, the plant is expected 
to employ 30,000 persons. Its electricity 
requirements will be supplied by the 
Barauni Thermal Station, 
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Motor-Vehicle Assembly 
in S. Africa Expands 


The Union of South African motor- 
vehicle assembly industry plans to bring 
its total investments up to £20 million 
by the end of 1956. 


The industry is important to the Un- 
ion’s economy despite the fact that no 
motor vehicles are manufactured do- 
mestically. 

The assembly industry’s current in- 
vestment of £17.5 million in plants, 
machinery, and equipment does not in- 
clude the large investments of numerous 
other South African factories which 
supply increasing quantities of com- 
ponents and accessories to the motor- 
vehicle industry. 


About £9 million of locally produced 
material is bought annually by the 
industry. This figure is expected to 
increase as South African industry 
expands. 

The motor-assembly industry employs 
approximately 7,000 persons and has 
an annual wage bill of £3 million. 

Liberalization of import controls and 
the increase in locally manufactured 
parts, which stretched available foreign 
exchange to allow import of a larger 
number of units, resulted in a marked 
increase in the number of vehicles as- 
sembled during the year. 

A total of approximately 52,000 pas- 
senger cars was assembled in 1955, 
compared with just over 37,000 in 1954, 
representing a 25-percent increase. 
Truck assembly jumped about 30 per- 
cent over the preceding year—from 
14,500 in 1954 to 21,000 in 1955, 

Several plants increased their capital 
investment, with an aggregate of over 
$3 million spent on expansion during 
the year. 

The new-car market continued to be a 
seller’s market, prospective purchasers 
waiting for periods of 3 to 4 months for 
most European cars and up to 1 year 
for U. S., Canadian, and British makes, 

The used-car market prices appeared 
to be easing in the latter half of 1955, 
but the more stringent credit controls 
instituted by the Government early in 
1956, involving a 40 percent down pay- 
ment and shorter terms, has resulted 
in a marked sales decline, and prices 
have dropped as much as 30 percent. 


France’s prospective walnut crop ap- 
pears to have been seriously aff 
by the severe freezing weather last Fi 
ruary, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 

Unofficial estimates, which are very 
tentative this early in the season, point 
to an overall 1956 crop of only 24,000 
short tons compared with the total esti- 
mated production of 38,000 short tons in 
1955. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Licensing Requirements for Copper 
Exports Eased; Filing Dates Set 


Relaxation of special licensing requirements for exports of certain 
copper raw materials in the third quarter of 1956 has been announced 
by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

Under the relaxation, exporters no longer are required to submit 
evidence of availability in support of applications to export refined 


copper—Schedule B No. 641200—and 
copper ores, concentrates, matte, and 
other unrefined copper—B No. 640100. 

In addition, applications to export 
offshore copper scrap will not be charged 
against the third-quarter quota estab- 
lished for such exports, if the material 
originated in a U. S. territory or posses- 
sion outside the continental United 
States and was collected under an ap- 
proved collection contract with a U. S. 
Government agency. 

BFC also announced that applications 
to export certain aluminum and copper 
scrap materials must be submitted be- 
fore September 15 to be considered for 
third-quarter licensing. 

The cutoff date applies to the fol- 
lowing commodities: New and old alu- 
minum scrap and aluminum remelt 
ingots—B Nos. 630050 and 630070; new 
and old copper scrap—B No. 641300; 
new and old copper-base alloy scrap 
containing 40 percent or more copper, 
excluding copper-nickel alloy scrap con- 
taining 40 percent or more copper and 
5 percent or more nickel—B No. 644000; 
and copper-base alloy ingots and other 
crude forms—B No. 644100. 

Applications to export all other alu- 
minum and copper raw materials, in- 
cluding offshore copper scrap, may be 
submitted at any time. 

BFC added some items to the positive 

list of commodities requiring individual 
export licenses and removed others. 
* Effective July 26, the items added to 
BFC’s positive list include specified 
kinds of clay refractories, parts for com- 
mercial automobiles, trucks and buses, 
chemical specialties, and research lab- 
oratory apparatus and equipment. Some 
of these commodities require individual 
export licenses only for shipment out- 
side the Western Hemisphere. Others 
require validated licenses for shipment 
to any destination except Canada. 

The items removed from the positive 
list and which now may be shipped to 





most friendly destinations without the 
necessity of applying for individual li- 
censes include certain types of non- 
electric furnaces—B Nos. 775100, 
775115, and 775140—and polyethylene 
with an average molecular weight of 
10,000 or less—B Nos. 825980, 825920, 
and 826050. Low molecular weight poly- 
ethylene is a soft resin used as a wax 
coating and for other similar purposes. 

Individual licenses for commodities 
removed from the positive list will con- 
tinue to be required for shipments to 
Hong Kong, Macao, the Iron Curtain 
countries, and the communist-controlled 
areas of Viet-Nam and Laos. Shipments 
to other countries may be made under 
general license GRO without prior ap- 
plication to BFC. 

These announcements are published 
in BFC’s Current Export Bulletin No. 
766, July 19. 


$37.5 Million Loan 
Granted to India 


Signing of a $37.5-million loan to 
India has been announced by the Inter- 
national Cooperation Administration, 

The loan represents 75 percent of the 
$50 million in development assistance 
funds allotted to India by ICA during 
the 1956 fiscal year. The remaining 25 
percent is in the form of a grant. 

With the signing of this agreement, 
about 55 percent of total U. S. economic 
aid to India since 1951 is on a repayable 
basis. 

U. S. aid to India since 1951 approxi- 
mates $520 million, of which $272.5 mil- 
lion is on a loan basis. The loan figure 
includes a 1951 wheat loan of $190 mil- 
lion and a $45-million development as- 
sistance loan in fiscal 1955. 

As India’s economy has developed, 
more and more U. S., assistance to that 
country has been on a repayable basis. 

The loan is repayable in 40 years at 
3-percent interest if repaid in dollars 
and 4 percent is repaid in Indian 
currency. 

U. S. aid to India has been used to 
augment that country’s own economic 
development program. India has spent 
more than $4 billion since 1951 to raise 
the standard of living of its more than 
370 million people, 





Superintendent of Documents. 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 
Please enter my subscription for Foreign Commerce Weekly at 
$4.50 a year. ($1.50 additional for foreign mailing.) 
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Mail to the nearest U. S$. Department of Commerce Field Office, or 
to the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order payable to the 
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